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The S'EAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MceCallam—8outh Fremantlte) {4.35] in
moving the second reading said: This is a
Bill to amend the Road Distriets Aet, and
is the first step towards effeciing some re-
form in our methods of local government.
Our Aects have not been brought up to date,
and we are considerably behind the rest of
the world in our system of local govern-
ment. This is not a very extensive amend-
ment, but T hope next session, when dealing
with the Municipalities Aet, to broaden that,
and bring in a Bil) to deal with bigger re-
forms in connection with local government
than it is possible to do in respect to roads
distriets. I have tried to adopt as many as
possible of the decisions of the road hoard
conferences that have been held from time
to time. I have been able to adopt practi-
cally the whole of the last list of amend-
ments that was submitted to me, but my
difficulty in following the conferences has
been that one conference has differed from
the previous one. It is not easy to get an
idea of what the road hoards are after on
many different points.

Mr. Davy: They have that in common
with Parliaments, have they nof?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I sup-
pose so. There is a distinet difference on
fundamental points between one confer-
ence and another. The great bulk of the
latest list of requests that has come fo me
from these conferences I have been able to
adopt. The tifle of road districts as now
get out in the law is altogether a misnomer.
The work of a board iz not confined to
roads. Tt deals with 2 number of matters
apart from them, and to call them road
boards is wrong. Thbeir functions extend to
other nctivities than merely that of attend-
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ing to roads. I have looked round for a
more fitting title. I find that in other coun-
tries and States they are known as shire
councils, county councils, and boroughs.
These titles appear to me to have an old-
world ring about them that is hardly appli-
calle to Australia, although they have been
adopted in some paris of this continent.
In this Bill 1 bave adopted the title that
South Australia gives to its loeal governing
bodies, namely that of distriet councils,
which I think is a more fitting title. They
are really district eouncils. They will do
the work of local govermment in their dis-
tricts, and it appears to me more fitting that
these boards should be known as distriet
councils, just as muncipalitics are known
as muni¢ipal councils. The title now given
{o the presiding officer of a road board is
“ehairman.” It is suggested that this should
be altered to “president,” and that the mem-
bers of the board should become members
of the council. I propose to make a2 funda-
mental alteration with regard to the quali-
fication of electors. As my colleague, the
Minister for Lands, has on more than one
oceasion informed this House, Australia is
the only country, so far as we know, that
permits of plural voting for local govern-
ment. All the rest of the world has long
ago abandoned that idea. I have had a
search made to see if any mistake has been
made, but we have been unable to find any
country outside Aunstralia that permits of
plural voting for local government. This
does not operate all over Australia, and
Australia is certainly lagging behind the
democratic sentiment that permeates the
older countries where they have come down
to “one man one vote.”

Hon, G. Taylor: It may be the other wav
about. Qurs may be the advanced legisla-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have stood still in regard to many different
reforms of this kind, while the rest of the
world has advanced. In South Australis,
where a district is not divided into wards,
there is one vote for the district; but where
the district is divided into wards there is
one vote for each ward in respect of the
property for which the ratepayer is as-
sessed. In Tasmania the voting is like ours.
It varies according to the valuation, and
ranges from one vote to six. OQur voting
ranges fram one to four.

Mr. Richardson: Do you propose to pro-
vide for only one ward?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I pro-
pose to have the system of one ratepayer
one vote. If the ratepayer has property
in more than one ward, be will have to make
a choice as Lo which ward he will enrol for.
He will be entitled to have only one vote
for the council. The New South Wales Act
provides that electors shall have as many
votes as there are candidates, but not more
than one vote for any one candidate. If three
candidates are to be elected, they will have
three votes, but if only one ecandidate is
standing there will be only one vote, which
is one man one vote.

Mr. Sampson: That is on the preferen-
tial system.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
In New Zealand the votes range from one
to three, according to the valuations. In
Queensiand the system has been that of one
ratepayer one vote. In Great Britain the
gystem is similar to that of New South
Wales, Every person entitled to vote may
vote for any number of candidafes not ex-
ceeding the number of vacancies, so that
this amounts to only one maun one vote. Inm
no part of the world have I been able to
find that plural voting is permitted fo
local government. Althongh the system of
one man’s vote being equal to another’s at
the poll is not altogether infallible, there
i3 no other way known that is satisfactory
ps a means of judging the mental capacity
of individvals and as to their knowledge of
the subject that will be dealt with by the
person elected. There is no known method
by which a true test can be made, and by
which the votes shall be distributed on that
basis. It is generslly accepted that the
manhood and womanhood of the nation
shall be the test upon which the qualifica-
tion fo vote shall rest. I have not gone as
far as the New Sonth Wales Bill, which
gives adult franchise in the case of local
government. It is somewhat peenliar thal
whilst the adults of this nation can elect
men to fhe National Parliament, they are
denied that right in the case of road boards,
and are not considered to have sufficienl
knowledge or capacity to be trnsted,

Mr. Latham: That is not it. They do
not directly coniribute anything to the cost
of road making.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
abont contributions to the nation?

Mr. Latham: They do make eontributions
to the nation.

| ASSEMBLY. ]

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: If w
are going to make the test of qualificatio
to vote, the amount that 2 man contribute
in one instance, it should be the basis fo
all instances.

Mr. Davy: Every citizen contributes t
the revenue of the country.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ever
person who lives in a district eontribute
to the maintenance of that distriet.

Mr. Latham: Not in the matter of road

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wher
does the money for the roads come from i

Mr. Latham: From the pockets of it
people who own the land.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wh
about the people in the distriet who crea’
the value of the land?

Mr. l.atham: Buot they do not provide ¢t
money. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It do
not come from the person who pays o
the money alone. The hon. member shouw
examine the position a bit deeper. TI!
hon. member knows full well who ereat
the payments that are made.

Mr, Sampson: Is the qualification in tl
New South Wales legislation limited to res
dential qualifications ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye
similar to that for the election of membe
of the Commonwealth Parliament. T «
not intend to go so far as that. I suppe
we have to be content to take things I
degrees, hut we are moving very slowly.

Mr.
rapidly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
the last eountry in the world to hang on
the old Conservative, Tory, reactionary id
that enables one man to have as many
four vates for local government electior
That iden was discarded by all the oth
nations of the world long ago, and we a
one of the worst States in Australia
that regard. I am not going as far as
would like fo go. I om tampering wi
first principles by admitting that we shox
limit it to ome ratepaver one vote.

Mr. Latham: Poes this represent a 1
quest from a conferencet

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
that T am aware of. This Bill represer
the policy of the Government.

Mr. Sampson: Was the request receiv
from any individual board?

Latham: I think you are movii
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
that I am aware of. This measure repre-
sents the policy of the Government. The
present rating system allows local govern-
ing authorities the option of rating on the
apnnal values or on fthe unimproved values.
The great bulk of the road boards have
adopted the unimproved values for coun-
try areas and anpual values for the town
areas, Under the Bill it is proposed to make
the unimproved value system of rating eom-
pulsory, with the exception of in the de-
clared goldfields areas. 1 think it will be
admitted that there is practically no un-
improved value in properties in the gold-
fielis areas, and therefore that system would
not work there.

Nr. Sampson: Will the rating powers be
inereased?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
explain the provisions of the Bill as I pro-
cced. The road boards will not have any
option regarding the rating at all, but will
have to adopt the unimproved value system
which is already in forece with the great
bulk of the boards. Power will be given to
the beards to adopt different ratings in the
town and country aveas and also in different
wards if it is so desired.

Mr. Mamn: Did you explain how the
upimproved value system of rating eould
apply in Kalgoorlie?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I have
already said that the goeldfields areas will
be exempt because there is no unimproved
value regarding the great bhulk of the pro-
perties there. The goldfields will be rated on
the annuwal values. The present position
regarding valuations is most unsatisfactory.
Some boards rate on fair values, but some
rate on ridiculously low valuations. Under
the existing system, the boards adopt their
own valuations, but the Minister may make
u valuation of-his own. He can step in and
disagree with the beard’s valuations and de-
clare his own valuafions which the board
must adopt. T bave examined the position
regarding valuations, ‘and in order to give
hon. memhers some idea of the difference be-
tween the road boards’ valuations and those
of the Taxation Commissioner—the Taxa-
tion Department have not nearly completed
the valuation of the State so far—T will in-
form them that the road boards’ valunations
aggregate £23,732,605 and the Taxation
Commissioner's valuation =o far totals
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427,336,148, or the enormous difference of
£3,602,543.

Mr. Lindsay: And that applies to road
boards only,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Sampson: There is a great difference
of opinion regarding valuations. No two
valuers think alike.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
system of valuation is simple and the Taxa-
tion Department have their experts out,
with the result that within a year or two I
hope to bhave the whole State valued. By
the time it is completed, of course, it may
be time to start over again.

Mr. Sampson: At any rate, you wiil then
have cstablished a basis, and that is what
is wanted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
i1z so. There scems to be no basis adopted
now, Lecause there is such a huge difference
between the valuations adopted by the road
boards and those of the department. 1 have
in mind one instance relating to one of our
most progressive areas. The department’s
valuation represented £818,433 and that of
lhe road board £316,948.

Mr. Sampson: That must be close to
Perth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it
was 100 miles away, Thus the road board
valuation was just about one-third of that
of the depantment. In other instances,
where the hoards have adopted the depart-
mental valuations, they have permitted ap-
yeals and lave allowed them. The result
was that the valuations have been written
cown until they got right away from those
fixed by the Taxation Department In
some instances, the effect of fixing a limit
has been that the small owners have had
to ray and the larger land owners have been
protected.

Mr. Sampson: In such instances, it would
be a good thing for the Minister to inter-
vene.

The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS: Under
the law as it exists to-day, 1 have not the
power to intervene; if the power were there,
1 would guickly do so. Under the Bill it
is provided that road boards shall he left
free to make their own valuationm, but they
will be urged to adopt a fair valuvation,
Under the powers vested in the Minister
now, it has been held that the Minister.
should he intervene, must make his own
valuation. To the Bill T am providing that
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in such a case the valuation to be adopted
by the Minister shall be that fixed by the
Taxation Deparvtment. "The effect of that
will be to tie the Minister down to adopting
that basis.

Hon. G. Taylor: So, if the Taxation De-
partinent’s values are higher and the Minis-
ter adopts them, they become the law.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
the. Minister will have to adopt the Taxation
Department’s valuation. While that will
limit the Minister, the idea is to get a uni-
form and definite basis.

Mr. Latham: Then it is obligatory upen
the loeal governing bhody te accept those
valuations?

Mr. Sampson: Yes, when the Minister
says so.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That is
the position.

Mr. Davy: If he steps in, I presume there
will still be a right of appeal

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
if there is an appeal agatnst the Minister’s
valuations, lhat appeal will be to the loeal
court and not to the board. That provision
is in the Bill.

Mr. Sampson: Then, while the depart-
ment’s taxations will be the law, there will
be an appeal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. It
would be a false position to put those eon-
cerned in if we were to say that the Min-
ister could intervene and then allow an ap-
peal to the board.

Mr. Lindsay: That is so. Ts there any
appeal against the State valuations to-day?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, that
is provided for in the Bill.

Mr. Sampson: Intervention by the Min-
ister would be prompted by the departmental
officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
action would probably arise from the reports
of the auditors who might complain of low
vuluations. While the great bulk of the road
boards have adopted fair valuations, others
have a ridiculously low rate and absurdly
low taxes. 1 came acrnss onc instance of a
hoard in one of the wealthiest parts of the
State. Their rate was at a ridiculousiy low
fiwure, and there was a tax of 1d. in the
pound. Yet that hoard continued to ap-
proach the Government for grants and with
requests for subsidies. The road boards in
the surrounding distriets were erying out
ahout the condition of the through road in
that partienlar road board area. The road
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boards that had cause for complaint had at-
tended to their portions of the road and
had done their fair share. { fold the repre-
senlatives of this pattieniar board that unless
they adopted a rate of at least 2d. in the
pound, the Government woula not provide
any subsidy at all. The board decided to
increase their rate by one-eighth of a penny
which, they said, would bring in ihe amount
they would be entitled to as sabsidy from
the Government.

Mr. Teesdale; \Where was this?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That in-
dicated that thig partieular board merely
wanted to loaf on the other districts. They
were content to jog along, serving their own
sellish ends. A new system is proposed in
the Bill for the election of distriet eouneils,
as lhey will be called in fulure.

Mr, Sampson: Will that not ecause con-
fusion in view of our munieipal eouncils?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
not have included the provision in the Bill
if I had thought it would cause confusion. At
present a pereentage of members retive each
yvear. Members ave elected for thvee years,
but s0 many retire at the end of each year.
Should there be any issue to be determined
in the distriet, the loeal ratepayers have no
ehance of making their opinion known clearly
because, approximately, only one-third of a
road bonvd vetire at a time. Thus it is not
possible for the ratepayers to change the
majority of a board on any partienlar issue.
That is a most unsatisfactory provision, and
I am providing in the Bill for the election
of members of distriet couneils so that their
term of office shall he for three years, at
the end of which all will retire.

Mr. Latham: Then you will have nn con-
tinuity of policy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
provides for extensively increased powers to
be given to boards, included amongst those
powers being authority to aequire recrea-
tion and agricultural grounds, erect buildings
thereon, to eonduct agricultural and other
shows, to aequire or establish and maintain
hospitals—to-day they have only power to
subsidise hospitals,—to acquire and conduct
cinematograph entertainments, to provide and
maintain sale yards for the sale of stock,
and for curtailed powers te borrow money
to build workers’ homes with Ministerial
approval, That means they will have to he
governed by the eonditions of the Workers’
Homes Act, to lend money under the same
terms as that Aet provides, but with Minis-
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terial approval they may borrow money for
that purpose. Then there is power fo pre-
vent building: and structures being removed
from land before rates have been paid. That
is to ineet conditions on the goldfields. There
is to be inereased borrowing power from
seven times the average income of the past
two vears to ten times that income. That
briogs these councils vn to the same foot-
ing as municipalities. Power is given to
define special areas for residence or factory
sites and for brick or wood bwlding areas.
And there i- increased power given to them
in respect of suhdivided estates. At present
when an estate is originally eut up they have
lo approve of the subdivision, but once that
is done there is nothing to prevent a person
huyine two hlocks and bnilding three honses
or even four, em them, and so in some dis-
tricts we are drifting towards slum arcas,
[ want the loeal authority to have power
to say what land there shall be around all
dwellines,  I"ower is given to the loral au-
thorities to unite with each other for earry-
ing ont drains and in restrieting the use of
hoardings. and power for the councils to
Join together for the engaging of an engineer.
At pregent they have not that anthority,
and a number of our loeal authorvifies are
not in a position to employ a skilled engineer.
If they could join together, probably they
would hz able lo engage a skilled man he-
tween them. [ower is also given tn impose
a lighting rate similar to that of the muni-
cipalities, bt the rale will be confined to
the area lizhted. The scope of rating: The
Bill leaves the existing minunums as they
ars.  Bot the maximums on the unimproved
value at present is 3d., and with the con-
sent of the Minister it can be inereased
to G6d. The Bill increnses the 3d. to
JA., snd with the eonsent of the Minister
it mav he irercased to Gd. in virval districts,
and 94. in metropelitan districts. So while
the ainimum shall semain, the scope of
raime is (o be-widened in the anoual rates,
That will relate solely to mining areas, and
it is left as it 1= The lighting rate must
not exceed 1.4. on the unimproved value,
or 3d. on the annnal value. On the taking
of a poll to consider a proposal for a loan
it is now provided that there must he a
majority ot all resident owners in favour
At one stage they had to gel a majority of
the ratepayers on the 10}l hefore moncy
could be borrowed. At present it is the
majority of rvesident owners fhat iz re-
quired. Tt has been usually taken a¢ ‘mean-
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ing a majority ot those voting. The point
wus recently raised in respect of a poil
taken in Houth Perth. The point was sub-
mitted for counsel’s opiniun, and the adviee
obtained by the local authority has been
endursed by the Crown Law. The Act now
provides for a majority of the resident
owners, whether voting or not, but the Bil}
provides for a majority of resident owners
voting. 'That is only a fair proposition, and
it applies to every other election through-
out the State. Those are the main features
of the Bill, the vest being machinery
ieasures included at the request mainly of
the local authorities, and on the experience
ol the Jocal government braneh of the
Publie Works Department. I helieve the
Bill will permit of local governmenl work-
ing nmich more smoothly and effcctively
than it does to-day. Yor years past the
lueal authorities have been asking for a
number of the enlarged functions it is now
proposed to give them. The Bill will tend
to more efficient work and betler service. [
move—
That the Bill be now read n sccond time,

On nwtion hy Mr. Davy, dchate ad-

journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
I Committee of Supply.

Resumed from Lhe previous day, Mr,
Lutey in thr Chair

Depariment of Furesls (Hon, P. Colher,
Winister).

Vole—Forests, £22,758—-agreed to.

Departmen! of Justice and Police {Hon. J,
C. Willeock, Minister).

Vote~—Justice, 33,903,

Mr. DAVY : T should like to ask the Min
ister when it is proposed to make perman
ent appointments to the magistracy, Tt
has always appeared to me to be a bad
prineiple to lrave persuns lolding magis-
terial posilions in an aeting eapacity for
a moment lonzer than is veeessary., It is
not Eair to either the persons so acting or
to those who have their cases tried befove
such persons. I do not want it thought
that T am ecasling any reflection upon any
af the magistrates; it is merely a guestion
of prineiple, In several instances magi-
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strates have been acting for a considerable
length of time, and I hope thal will soon be
remedied.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : It is
entirely in the hands of the Public Service
Commissioner. The Government do nol
direct him to make these appointments.
When the Commissioner is prepared to fake
ihe necessary steps to Gll the positions, it
will be done. The Publie Service Commis-
sioner is the person who is statutorily com-
pelled 1o take steps to fill any vacancies.

Mr. DAVY: Do 1 understand that the
Minister does not regard it as his duty to
supervise the work of the Pullic Service
Commissioner in respect of the filling ol
these vacancies? If it becomes known that
there are vacancies that ought to be filled,
is it not the duty of the Minister to ask the
Public Service Commissioner why the
vacancies have not been filled? T under-
stand the Public Service Commissioner is
given a position analagous to that of an
auditor; he is put in an independent posi-
tion. That is guite right, Nevertheless, it
sorprises me to hear that the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, without any criticisn,
may continue to temporarily fill magisterial
positions without being interfered with in
any way.

The Premier : The obligation is really
his. Of course there would be nothing
wrong in the Minister’s lodging of a pro-
test.

Mr. DAVY: I presume that if the Public
Service Commissioner daes not carry out
his responsibilities, the M nister would be
perfectly entitled to call hizs aitenfion to
it?

The Minister for Justice: Yes, if there is
any necessity.

Mr. DAVY: There is a necessity that
every position of a magistrate should be
filled hy a permanent officer as soon as
possible.

Mr. LATHIAM : There are some tem-
porary appointments being held by magis-
trates who have rendered valuable services
in the capacity of warden. There is such
an instanee in the Minister’s own distriet,
where a man is helding a temporary posi-
tion.

The Minister for Justice: He is merely
relieving another officer who is away on
long service leave.

Mr. LATHAM: T think there are others.

The Premier: I think there is only one.
They temporarily appoint an officer re-
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lieving, but that is not an dcting appoint-
ment,

Mr. LATHAM : These gentlemen have
the aralifications to fit them for the posi-
tions of magistrates, yeot they are called
upon to pass an academie examinafion. IE
they have already rendered valuable ser-
vice as clerk of courts for many years and
are fit to be appointed as tenporary magi-
strates, some consideration should be given
to them,

The Premier : How can that be done
unless there are vacancies? There is only
one instance that T know of.

Mr. LATHARM: T think there are others.
If a man has been in the service a long
time and the Publie Service Commissioner
thinks he is fitted to be appointed as
temporary magistrate, and a vacancy
subsequently occurs, due consideration
should be given Lo that man. It is all
right to require young men to pass acad-
emic examinations, but the opportunities of
lo-day were not available when the men in
question were young. I hope the Minister
will give the matter consideration.

Hon. G. TAYL.OR: The appointment of
magistrates is provided for by Aect of Par-
liament, which stipulates that an appointee
must have a legal training and must pass
certain tests, Certainly the temporary men
are becoming fewer, but when the Act was
passed there were several men who had long
been acting as wardens and had previously
becn mining registrars. The aefing magis-
trates are inost capable men, and I doubt
whether any legal training could fit them
better for the position than their many
years' experience has done. Still they ean-
not be appointed. I am sorrv that some-
thing sannot be done for these men who are
fully qualified by experience.

The Minister for Agrieulture: They have
to pass an examination.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: But men of their
years cannot do that.

The Premier: We are preclnded by the
Act from appointing other than a qualified
lawyer, or a man who has passed an exam-
ination.

Hor, G. TAYLOR: I realise that. I know
one man who rendered great service to the
Mines Department and who served in the
war, but he could not pass the examination.
He holds the position of acting magistrate,
but he cannot obtain a permanent appoint-
nment. There are other similar cases. It is
hard to ask a man of 50 or 55 to sit for an
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examination. If barristers, surveyors or ar-
chiteets who passed their examinations 25 or
30 years ago were asked to undergo similar
tests to-day, they wonld find it very difficult
to pass. The men of whom T speak have
had practical experience, and their work is
evidence of their ability; and yet they can-
not be appointed. The Minister said it was
the duty of the Public Service Commis-
¢ioner to recommend appointments. Do the
Government wait for a recommendation
from the Public Service Commissioner before
removing an officer?

The Minister for Justice: Generally we
do,

Houn. G. TAYLOR: It seems inconsistent
to have to wait for an intimation from the
Commissioner before filling a position, which
# man has held in an acting eapacity for
perbaps many years, and yet not to have to
wait for an intimation from the Commis-
sioner in a case of dismissal.

The Minister for Justice: It rests on the
merits, A temporary man would not be
dismissed to permit of a permanent ap-
pointment being made,

Hon. G. TAYLLOR: 1 do not want the
Public Service Commissioner to feel that
some man ought to be dismissed in order that
another might be appointed. No injustice
should be done to the acting magistrates,
who have rendered fine service to the State
doring the last 30 years.

The Minister for Justice: That is why
the positions are temporary,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then I hope the po-
sittons will be kept temporary.

Mr. LINDSAY: Has the Minister made
anyv provision for a loeal court in my elee-
torate? It is a well-settled district, and
yet the people have to travel as much as
120 miles o take a case to the local court.
The result is that many business people can-
not get judgment for the recovery of debis
owing to the great expense. Local govern-
ing bodies are in the same position, The
leople of the Bencubbin distriet require
police protection. On one side of Bencub-
bin the mnearest policeman is 51 miles dis-
tant and on the other side 28 miles distant.
The district contains several hotels, and
it is impossihte for police from other dis-
triets to earry out thoroushiy the work of
collecting the census and stafistical returns.
The people of the Bencubhbin distriet have
lnang desired police protection, and I hope
the Minister will see that it is provided.
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My, ANGELO: I suggest that the Min-
ister make an inspeetion of the Titles
Office. The activities of the department have
out-grown the housing &ccowmudation.

Mr, Latham: [t is making a big profit;
too big, in fact.

Mr. ANGELO: The revenue is about
£28,000 and the expenditure only £14,000, I
do pot think the Minister can betier the
staff, who are capable and obliging, but the
housing is anything but satisfactory or suf-
ficient. Large numbers of people have to
wait a considerable time because there is in-
sufficient room for the clerks. The storuge
space for iitle records is mow so lmited
that great numbers have to be kept in the
Supreme Court store rooms, and this often
peccssitates delay when documents are re-
quired. The Minister should investigate the
conditions at the earliest opportunity.

Mr. BROWN: Does tlie Minister prorose
to provide a police station at Kondinin? This
iz a growing distriet and it is the desire of
the residents that a policeman should be
stationed there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Re-
garding the local court requested by the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)—

Mr. Latham: Tell us also about the one
at Bruce Rock, too.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Teo
provide a loeal ¢ourt at Bruce Rock might
necessitate cresting another magistracy.

My, Latham: The population is inereas-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
magistrafe at Northam has as much as he
can do to cover his district. If we created
another court at Bruece Rock, it is doubt-
ful whether he would be able to compass it,
partiecnlarly in view of the train service.
Last year 1 fully intended to provide for a
leeal eourt at Bruce Rock, but T found that
a full-time ¢lerk of courts or an extra
policeman would be required to nndertake
the duties, and the cost would be £300 or
£400 a year. I am now considering whether
it is possible to amalgamate some of the po-
sitions at Bruce Rock and create a local
court. I recognise that the present position
is unsatisfactory. There is sufficient work
at Bruce Roek to justify a court, and
I shall endeavour to arrange for it this year.
Regarding the increased cost of the Police
Department, it has been recognised that ad-
ditional police would be needed in view of
the added population of the State and of
expanding settlement in varions directions.
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Irrespective of any inerease in e personmel
of the foree, the cost rose by £25,000 last
year because of conditions and salaries fixed
for the police by the award of a board. If
the expenditure had remained anywhere near
what il was last year, stations would have
been established this year in various places
where police protection is considered de-
sirable. The erection of a police station and
the establishing ol a policeman in a distriet
means a eapital expenditure of about £1,500.
At Narewbeen a police station will be es-
tablished within a couple of weeks, and
there are four or five other new stations fo
he opened during the current year. The
CGlovernment did intend to establish o police
station at ’emberton, but there is some diffi-
culiy with regard to the townsite.

Alir. Sampson: Do you propose to do any-
thing at Armadale?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
i5 an arrangemeni with regard to Armadale.
The constable stationed at Gosnells is in
teleplione communeation with Armadale,
aud a patrol is carried on.

My Sampson:  Has any decision been
arrived al regarding the erection of a police
station ab Armadale?

Ttems, Solicitor General and Parliamen-

fary Draftsman, £1,100; Crown Solieitor
and Assistant Parliamentary Draftsman,
£900:

Mr. DAVY: The question of the advis-
ableness of appointing a Parliamentary
Draftsman who shall carry cut his fune-
tions in this building has been raised two
or three times. I believe that many mem-
bers more qualified to judge than I am
agree with me that such an appointment
would be of the greatest possible assistance
in getting legislation passed in proper form,
especially where there is need to draft an
amendment hastily. Parliamentary drafting,
moreover, it a matter of such difficulty that
it might well absorb the whole of one man’s
time. When Parliament is not sitting, the
ollicer’s time eould be oecupied in econsoli-
dating and bringing up fo date many of our
most important statutes. The Land Aet, for
example, is in a state of utter ehaos. Only
by mest patient search and some knowledge
of statute law can one find out just what it
means or what application it has to any par-
ticular case.

The Minister for Justice: There are seven
amending Acts.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DAVY: I hope the Government will
vegard the suggested appointment as one of
the most urgent claims on the publie purse
when there are any spare shekels in that
purse.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
system recommended wus carried out some
years ago. Dr. Stow was originally ap-
pointed Parliamentary Draftsman, and it
was econsidered advisable at the time to have
him housed here. During the first few months
of his tenure of the position, his services
were availed of very considerably by mem-
bers, but after some little time had elapsed
he had practieally nothing to do here, and
accordingly he was returned to the Supreme
Court, and the positien of Parliamentary
Drattsman was amalgamated with that of
Crown Solicitor. Tt appears, therefore, that
the scheme has been tried and found want-
ing. A measure has been passed for the
purpose of nmalgamating the offices of Re-
gislrar of Titles and Commissioner of Titles,
but we want tu see that the interests of offi-
cials in the Crown Solicitor’s offiec and in
the Land Titles office are conserved. Noth-
ing should be done that will detrimentally
affect the interests of men who have served
the State well for a number of years, and
lrave possibly given up good private prac-
tices to enter the employment of the Gov-
ernment. Their interests should be conserved
fully. The Solicitor General, it is expected,
will be relieved of the duties of Commis-
sioner of Titles, and that change will mean
lesser demands an his time than he has had
lutterly.  The office of Commissioner of
Titles may not appear to take up mneh time,
hut there are occasions when important Bills
have to be drafted and legal questions of
great consequence have to be considered by
the Solicitor General, and at such times the
business of the Land Titles office has been
delayed, with serious inconvenienee to the
public. The change will relieve Mr. Sayer,
one of the most hard-working and most
willing public servants we have.

Hon. G. Taylor: A most eourteous, pains-
taking. and obliging officer.

Mr. Mann: Yes; and he has far too much
to do.

The MINTSTTER FOR JUSTICE: We
ask Mr. Sayer to do more than any ordinarvy
man should be expeeted to do.

Hon. G. Taylor: You ecannot stop him
from working. If the work is there, he will
do it.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes:
he will work all night if necessary. 1 de
not know whether the member for West
Perth is aware that his suggestion was given
a trial some years ago.

Mr. Davy: I was not aware of if.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: The facts are as has
been stated by the Minister. As regards the
previous appoiniment of a Parlinmentary
Drafisman to be housed in this building, a
mistake was made in not having our statutes
con=olidated by him during recess. That
would have meant work for him for two or
three vears. The consolidation of the
statutes was one of the first things [ dis-
cussed with the late Mr. George Leake at
the beginning of this century. Ile was anxi
ous that the work should be done, and agreed
{o make the necessary appoinimeunt. I re.
eommended to kim a legal mau who was at
work on the consolidation of the Victorian
statutes. Mr. Leake wrofe to him to come
over here, but unfortunately, Mr. Leake was
seized with pneumonia and died. The next
step taken did not go far enough. We need
a TParliamentary Drafisman, and 1 think
we need him in this building while the ses-
sion iz in progress. I do not know, how.
ever, that he would be of specially great
value for urgent amendments requiring to
be put up at a moment’s notice. When one
wants an amendment to a Bill drafted, it
takes the Parliamentary Draftsman some
{ime to look the matter nup. 8till, much of
the confusion arising from harried draft-
ing of amendments would be saved by the
suggested appointment. The Parliamentary
Draftsman now has too muech work to do,
and he is too obliging to members of Par-
liament and to the puoblie. Mr, Sayer is
always willing to drop anything he is doing
to assist anybody.

Mr. Marshall: And then he goes home at
night with an armful of work.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, and the same
on Saturday afternoons.

Ttem, Registrar of Titles and Deeds, £675:

Mr. LATHAM - How does the T.and Titles
Office come to be a profit-making concern?
Surely it was never intended that the office
should return a profit of thousands of ponnds
above working expenses. It is a most unfair
riethod of taxing the people.

The Premier: If some departraents do not
show a profil, how are we to meet the cost
of sonch departments as Medical, Public
Health, and Charities ¥
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Me. LATHAM: The Land Titles Office
should Dbe established in Dbetter quarters.
The present quarters are in a shocking con-
dition,

The Premier: That state of affairs has
existed for some time.

Mr, DAVY: 1 should not imagine that an
attempt would be made to gain a profit from
the working of the Land Titles Otlice. 1s the
present excess of receipts over expenditure
an aecidental one, or does it occur every year?

The Minister for Justice: 1{ is usual to
make some little profit.

Mr. DAVY : What does the Minister mean
hy “wome little profit’?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
amount of profit depends on the amount of
business, It ix not inftended that the T.and
Tiiles Office should be a taxing deparlment,
or a means of raising revenue, Ceriain bus-
iness has to be done in that office, and we
arrange the fees so that the revenve received
shall at least cover the expenditore.

My, Davy:  You aim at balancing the
ledger?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.

Item, Stipendiary Magistrates, £5,145:

Mr., LAMOND: The syslem practised in
the Neorth of appointingy doelors as magis-
trates is not altogether satisfactory. A doe-
tor may be skilful in his own profession
without having the npecessary training to
discharge the duties of a magisteate, Move-
over, the dual position frequently does not
fit in with the reynirements of a district, as
a doetor may he ealled upon to travel many
miles to attend medical eases. The desire
of residents in many distriets is that a mag-
istrate should be appointed for judicial work
only.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
like many other cases in the Norih, it is not
possible to find sofficient work for more
than ome officer to do. Therefore, all the
positions have to he amalgamated. The
member for Kimberley will know that in
one part of his electorate a civil servant
there has become a regular Pooh-Bah,

Mr. Lamond: Of course that would not be
as important a centre as the one te which
I referred.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I real-
ise that. It has always been the practice to
amalzamate these posibions wherever pos-
sible. T know that is unsatisfactory, and
that it is not posgible to have a man who is
a good doctor and a good lawyer and magis-
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trate as well. 1t is necessary to have a doe-
tor, and though le may be good at medicine,
he may be bad at law. People must pat
np with shorteomings of this deseription.
There are only 200 or 300 people to be
served, and it would not pay to have a dactor
there to do nothing but medical work.
Neither ecould we bave a magistrate to attend
to magisterinl work alone.

Mr. MARSHALL: [ appreciate the difi-
culty the Government find themselves in,
but at the same time the people in the North
are deserving of some consideration. The
positien as I found it at Pilbara when I was
there some little time back was entirely un-
satisfactory. I do not know where economies
<an be effected, but they should not be effected
at the expense of the people in the North.
‘We should econcmise in regard to those
positions that are not advantageous to the
State.

The Minister for Justice: What has been
suggesled is not warranted.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course not; nothing
is warranted on the other side of the Darling
Range. I am not taking the Government to
task becaunse I realise that what is suggested
is an expensive propesifion, but by the same
rule, with a slight increase, the Government
could appoint a iravelling magistrate to at-
tend to the whole of the North, and a doctor
could also be subsidised.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Where wounld you
et the doctor?

Mr. MARSHALL: The snbsidy would have
to be increased.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: We have offered medi-
cal men £1,000 to go to certain places and

they have refused. .

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not have risen
to speak but for the faet that T know there
s deliberate waste in many other directions
for no service whatever.

Mr. Lindsay: Deliberate?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. And it has been
50 for years. I am not comparing this posi-
tion with another in the North-West, thongh
one is essential and the other is not. Let
ns economise where economeis are possible.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Police, £211,108:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not see anything
in the Estimates that is likelv to improve
the efficiency of the work of the officers
controlling traffic in Frementle. The time
has arrived when something should be done

‘now it has dwindled to three men.

[ASSEMBLY.]

to assist these officers, something in the way
of providing suitable conveyances so that
they may chase and overtake speed maniacs.
If something is not done, 1 predict that
there will be many serious aceidents in the
Fremantle distriect. The watering places
on the other side of Fremantle are fre-
quently visited by moiorists, and all have
to pass through the town. Most of them
travel at breakneck speed. The road to
Rockingham is nothing but a death trap.

Mr. Mann: Do you think they go faster
than the motor cyclists do along Hay-street
past Harvest-terrace?

Mr. SLEEMAN: ‘They go too fast for
the safety of my electors. The police of
Fremantle should be provided with motor
bieyeles or motor ears so that they may be
able to keep in check those who travel at
excessive speed. 1t s useless to send out
police on horseback to catch the speed
fiends. It would be better if they were on
foot, for then perhaps they might possibly
conceal themselves in the bush. With re-
gard to the water police at Fremantle, some
years ago that force was very ellicient, but
1t would
be advisable to have an adeguate water
police force and then it would not be neces-
gsary to bring to the port, police from all
parts of the country whenever there was
anything in the nature of industrial {rouble.
If the force were brought back to its old
strength, there wonld be no need to mareh
police from other distriets on to the wharf
on every trifling occasion. The people at
Fremantle resent that kind of thing. An-
other complaint is that the water police are
not permitted to have their own launchh
Whenever it is necessary for them to use
a launch, they call on the Fisheries Depart-
wment to supply theirs, The man in charge
of it has to go out in all kinds of weather
and he does the work that the water police
should do. He even has to take the launch
up the coast whenever a wreck happens,
and at times has to bring back dead bodies.
For all this he receives nothing in the way
of remuneration. Of course he takes one
policeman with him, but he does the work
that properly belongs to the water police.
Next comes the question of the provision
of a Black Maria. 1 have gone through
the Estimates and I have failed to find any-
thing for the provision of this eonveyance.
It was, I think, the unanimous opinion of
ihe House that something should be done,
and vet nothing is provided on the Esti-
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mates for the conveyanee of prisoners be-
tween Perth aed Fremantle.  Recently
there was another escape at West Perth.
I do not blame a man for trying to eseape
tunder the conditions now prevailing for
prisoners’ transport. This man jumped
the fence and ran away from the policemen.
It is no good this House passing resolutions
if no notice is taken of them., As a protest
I intend to move that the vote be rednced
by £1.

The Premier: The item the hon. member
mentions may appear elsewhere. It may
come under some other Estimates. It may
be found on the Chief Secretary’s Estimates
in conneetion with the gaols.

Mr. Mann: The Minister says the item
is here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If it is included in the
Estimates ! will not move the amendment,
but if not 1 intend to do so.

Mr. Mann. The Minister says it is there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Premier said it
ight be there, but that it was not there.

Mr. TEESDALE: I too should like {o
hear from the Minister as to what the posi-
tion is in regard to the transport of pris-
oners. Has the matter slipped the Min-
ister’s mind?

The CHAIRMAN: Members are dealing
with the general discussion. I will not re-
ceive the amendment of the member for
Fremantle until the Minister has replied to
the general debate.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 do not ohject to the
increases in connection with the police con-
stabularly, but I object to ihe Minister say-
ing that in view of this fact there is not
likely to be any further police protection
afforded in country distriets.

The Minister for Justice: I did not say
that.

Mr. LATHAM: I thought he said that
the increase would be so great that there
would be grave difficulty about extending
the service.

The Minister for Justice: Extending it
as much as would otherwise have been the
case.

Mr. LATHAM: If a public ulility is re-
quired it does not ratter what we have to
pay for it.

Hon. 8. W. Mwunsie: A district is just
about broke when it wants police protec-
tion. People can get on better without the
police. ‘

1679

Mr. LATHAM: 1 wish the Honorary
Minister was on the spot when some of these
country entertainments oceur.

The Minister for Justice: Yuu are gei-
ting a policeman at Narembeen.

Mr. LATHAM: Other places, too, want
police. In the whole service there are only
ihree officers who are appointed for reliev-
ing purposes. That is a very serious mat-
ter. Frequently a country distriet is with-
out any policeman. In the case of York,
assistance may bhe required at Quairading
or some other place, and a police officer is
sent out to relieve there, This may lead to
there being no police officer on duty in York,
because another policeman may have been
sent to Perth with a prisoner.

The Premier: Has any serious thing
happened in York as a result of that?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes.

The Premier: The situation is not new.
It has existed in Western Australia for
many years.

Mr. LATHAM: Becanse there was no
constable in c¢harge of the York police
station, a man was put into the lock-up
without the necessary precantions being
taken to search him, and he was found dead
the next day with his throat eut.

The Premier: That may happen with a
thousand policemen on duty.

Mr. LATHAM: 1If a policeman had
heen there he would have made a proper
search of the man and probably a valuable
life would have been saved. In this case
someone else put him into gaol and this is
what happened.

The Premier: Was he not put in by a
policeman ?

Mr. LATHAM: XNo.

The Premier: So he locked himself up,

Mr. LATHAM: No. The man had been
drinking and asked to be shut up for his
own protection, and a doctor or scmeone
else put him in,

The Premier: Suicides ocear in the best
regnlated families.

Mr. LATHAM: This was due to the
effects of drink. I hope that the increase
given to the police will not prevent addi-
tional service heing given to thosc parts of
the State which stand in need of it.

The Minister for Justice: No one said
that would be the case.

Mr. SAMPSOX: T have had no answer
to my question as to a police station being
erceted at Armadale. Deputations have
waited on the Minister and past Ministers
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with regard to this. It i1s my duty fo ask
this question.

The Premier: Were you one of the past
Ministers you referred fo? Is the matter
any more urgent now than it was when you
were in office?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is nearly two vears
sinee I left office, and I think 1T am justified
in agking the question. If the station is to
be established T should like to know, and
if not, I should like to know,

The Premier: We cannot rectify all your
neglects at once.

Mr. MANN: I should like to hear from
the Minister something about the scheme of
pensions for the members of the police fovee.
The matter has been discussed in the House
for five years. A scheme was submitted in
the dying hours of the last Parliament.

The Premier: Tt was not considered.
The scheme was promised but nothing was
done.

Mr. MANN: T do not think that is quife
right.

The Premier:
scheme.

Mr. MANN: Tt was sabmitted in the
dyving hours of the last Parliament.

The Premier: Tt was promised fo the
police all through the session, bui never
submitted.

Mr. MANN: Tt was submitted, and the
incoming Government favoured it. I want
to know whether anything is being done in
the matter. The police are seriously con-
sidering the position. They have waited for
years for this. I know the Minister has in-
creased the salaries of the police, but that
does not lead to any provision for pensions.

The Minister for Mines: Now they have
ot that it does not make any difference.

Mr. MANN: Of course it makes a dif-
ference, and the men appreciate it. The
Minister cannot suggest that this shouid
prevent their looking forward to pensions.

The Premier: They ean look forward all
right, bnt I suggest that money cannot he
found for all these increases and pensions
in one year.

Mr. MANN: Tf the Premier means that
funds are at present not available, but that
the scheme is not lost sight of, T shall he
satisfied.

The Minister for Justice: An endeavonr
is being made fo get a scheme through the
AJLP.

Mr. MAXNN: Then something is bheing
done in regard to the matter?

I know all about that

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 understand the
Minister for Juslice said it was not intended
to increase the police force in country dis-
tricts. Jf so, I must enter mwy protest
against that. Thers are many new districts
that are meaking progress.

The MINISTER FFOR JUSTICE: I did
not say that. It is on the cards that there
will be an increase in the number of police
stations, The expenditure in connection
with the police has gone up by £25,000 per
anaum, as a result of the last award. With
regard to the matter mentioned by the mem-
her for York, everyone knows that we can-
not put on one policeman to take another
man’s place, TIf five or six policemen leave
the service, we do not pick ont others and
pui them on promisecuously. We have to
wait until there are snfficient vacancies zo
that a number of probationers may be taken
on and trained, after which there is a saffi-
cient number available to fill the vacancies.
We were a little short of the approved
strength of the police force at the time men-
tioned by the hon. member. Since then we
have taken on 25 probationers who are
going through their three months’ course of
training. When they get through they will
be drafted to varions places in the country,
atdl there will he that mucl inerease in the
personnel of the forece sometime in the next
two months.

Mr. Latham: T will forgive you if it does
not oceur again. .

The MINISTER FOR .JUSTICE: 1If
six  policemen resigned during the next
manth their places would not be filled until
there were suflicient vacanecies to warrant
the taking on of additional prebationers.
In the cirenmstances we are overmanned at
one fime and undermanned at another.

Mr, Mann: T do not think the foree is
often avermaaned.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: The
approved strength is a little above the stand-
ard this year.

Mr. Mann: By how many?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
were vacaneies for I8 policemen and we
took on 25 probationers, so that we were seven
over the sivength. Possibly by the time the
probationers have got throngh thkeir course
therc may be four or five more vacancies,
so that it will he only two or three over the
approved strength.
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Mr. Mann: As the population inereases
vou will have lo consider inereasing the
foree.

doing that. The police vote is like the votes
of other departments. There is a demand
for expenditure from every depariment.
Many depariments have had to wait for
vears. When the deficits were up to £300,000
a vear the Treasurer was able to tell them
that no increased expenditure could be made,
Now the finances are pretty well balanced
the departments think that this is the time
when they can put in a demand for £25,000
or £30,000. If the Treasurer acceded to all
these requests it would not he long hefore
we again reached the £300,000 deficit. The
Police Vote has been standing at about
£80,000 a year, hut this yvear it has gone up
te £110,000. That is about as big an in-
crease as any department can expect in one
Year.

Mr. Mann: The police earn a lot of rev-
enue for other departments for which they
get no credit.

The Premier: They earned it when the
vote was only £80,000.

Mr. Mann: That point should not be lost
sight of. They collect for hospitals, for in-
stance.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: One
grouch T have on this matter is that the
police undertake the duties of directing the
traffie.  That iz not part of a policeman’s
duty. People pay license fees and other fees,
and the police get only a sufficient pereent-
age of them to cover the expenditure. Be-
cause the police control the traftic and are
at the disposal of the Traffic Department,
men are taken away from their legitimate
duties of protecting the public, and the force
is somewhat shortened as a consequence.
During the past two years additional police
have been placed on point duty, and this
has led to police protection being to a cer-
tain extent withheld from country distriets.
Those who might have been sent into the
country have been absorbed in the work of
carrying out the duty of controlling the
traffie.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prior
to the tea adjournment, I was dealing with
the position of the police and the time they
had to devote to their duties under the
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Trafic Act. As for the point raised by the
member for Fremantle regarding increased
proteetion on account of the motor traffie, 1
ean assurc him that this aspeet is recciving
the serious consideration of the department.
We reeomnise the necessity for the police
undertaking prosecutions and generally
looking after ihe safety of the public. It is
recognised that the police cannot be ex-
pected to seeure convictions, or exercise the
necessary  supervision, unless they are
ermipped in a manner enabling them to deal
with the sitnation. Recently the department
purchased a meter cvele with a side car, and
also a motor car, so that they are now in a
position to effectively deal with people trans-
gressing the law in conneclion with what is
described as safe driving in the metropolitan
area. There have been a considerable num-
ber of prosecutions in connection with speed-
ing up and fast driving, but despite that, the
prosecutions do not seem to have had the
deterring effect that was anticipated. TUn-
less there is a considerable improvement,
provision will have to be made so that the
punishment meted out to offenders will be
much more severe, With the advantage of
motors, enabling them fo travel sufficiently
fast to keep pace with people exceeding the
speed limits, the police will be able to devote
their energies not only to various paris of
the metropolitan area but to Fremantle and
other centres as well. It is expected that a
considerable improvement will be effected.
A pernsal of the newspapers shows that this
diffienlty is world-wide and crops up in
every city of any considerable dimensions at
all, There are many fatilities and aceidents
arising from the present methods of motor
transport. It is hoped that with more effee-
tive supervision and concentiration wpon
securing convictions, the position will Le im-
proved in this State.

Mr. Teesdale: Offenders are punished in
South Anstralia far more severely than they
are here.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In this
State some people have been sent fo prison
without the option of a fine, some have
heen charged with manslaughier, and others
have been fined varving amounis ranging
up to €30. That phase of the question has
also been considered, and while we may not
be able to charze people with mansiauchter
very ofien, because it is diflienlt to prove
that ckarge, it may be that the law will be
amended to enable us to deal more
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effectively with people who drive motors to
the danger of the publie.

Mr. Davy: One thing you waat to do is
to make the motor car itself liable for the
damage done,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We are
considering the advisability of amending
the law so that people will bave fo shoulder
their proper responsibilities. This is a
comparatively new phase introduced into
our daily lives and into our traflic problem.
It requirves drastic provisions it we are to
provide for the proper safety of the public.
It is appalling to note the nnmber of acei-
dents and fatalities that are veported in
the newspapers alinost daily, In une issue
recenily there were half-a-dozen fatalities,
to say nothing of accidents.

Mr. Teesdale: Several of those accidents
were Serious.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : Our
experience is not Aifferent from that of the
rest of Ausiralia and the rust of the world.
There seems to be a tendeney for the
present fast means of locomotion to become
increasingly dangerous, and if these acei-
dents continue, drastic steps will have te
L:e taken to protect the publie.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not safe to go about
the streets now, what with motor bikes and
other things.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As to
the request made by the member for Swan
{Mr. Sampson) for the erection of a police
station at Armadale, that hon, member
knows that there is a station at Kelmscott
and that arrangements have been made for
a constable to be stationed at Armadale
with telephonic communication with the
station, so that be may attend wherever his
presence is required. The same position
bas eropped up at Belmont, where a con-
stable, aithough attached to the Victoria
Park station, has been stationed in Belmont
and has been connected with the telephone.

Mr. Sampson: I understand that the de-
partment holds a bloek of land for the
purposes of a police station at Armadale.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes, ai
Armadale as well as at other places. It is
all a question of expenditure. We have a
definite programme each year enabling us
to do something to inerease the facilities.
Tt is desirable that we shonld provide a
policeman who is stationed in the district
with quarters at a eapital cost of about
£1,500. That means that it is necessary to
find money for the purpose. We will deal

‘some
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with four or five centres where policemen
have been stationed in various parts of the
State. The member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
referred to the question of pensions, and
hon. member interjected that we
could not at once right all the industrial
wrongs that have been apparent for
so many years. During this year the
policemen have had thewr industrial dis-
abilities rectified fo the extent of about
£25,000. It is not considered reasonable to
start & pension scheme at the same time, I
understand that the police lhemselves hav.:
been inquiring for information from the
department and are desirous of estublish-
ing a scheme themselves. They are in
negotiation with the A M.P. Society for the
purpose of formuolating an  insurance
scheme which will have lhe effect of a
superannuation or pension scheme. Another
matter mentioned by the member for Fre-
mantle {Mr. Sleeman} was the Black

Marin. We know that a motion was car-
ried by this House dealing with that
matter. While representations have heen

made to the Treasurer in connection with
it, the question has not been dealt with at
present. On the Estimates there is an ‘tem
for £6,600, part of which, if it is thought
that the conveyanee, which was the subject
of the motion in this House, should be re-
placed from the Police Vote, could be used
for that purpose. The question, however
has not been finally dealt with and I canuot
sav anything definite on the point.

Mr, Coverley: Have you made any pro-
vision with regard to comic opera explovers
in the North-West?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Re-
earding what have been referred to as ex-
ploration parties in the North-West, the
only instruetions that the police have re-
ceived were that they should keep an eye
on them and endeavour to keep in fouch
with sinch parties, so as to be available to
render assistance if necessary.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Mines (Hon, M. F. Troy,
Minister).

Vote—Mines, £62,507

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
M. F. Trox—Mt. Magnet) [7.43]: Address-
ing myself to the Estimates for the Mines
Department, I wish to make a few remarks
ahout the position of the industry to-day,
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and Lo review its progress and its import-
ance to the State generally. The total
mineral production of the State from the
inception of gold mning in W estern Aus-
tralia, and also of base metal mining, till
the present day amounts to £161,912,951,
During the first eight months of the present
vear this has been increased by the produc-
tion of £1,761,285 worth, thus bringing the
total production up to £163,674,236. Gold,
which represenis 90 per c¢ent. of the
mineral production, reached, to the end of
1924, a total of £132,195803. During the
nine months of this year ended September
last, £1,373,092 worth of gold had been
added to the oulput, making the total pro-
Quction of gold valued at £153,568,595.
The production for the pasi nine months
represented £200,006 under nine-twelfths
of the production of 1924, but it is possible
that better returns during the last quarter
of the year may arrest the appreciable
decline on this vear’s operations. The
quarterly produetion of gold this year
has been as follows:—Jannary to March,
£406,000; April to June, £483,000; July to
Septembher, £4582,000. During 1924, the last
vear under review, there was a further de-
crease in production to the extent of 33,735
ors. of a value of £143,000. This decline
hias been due largely to the falling off in
the value per ton of ore treated. There was
an increased tonnage of ore mined, amount-
ing to 1,991 tons. The total amount raised
in 1924 was 783,000 tons. But the average
value of the ore fell from 53.28:. in 1923
ta 49.24s, in 1924. In the Fast Coolgardie
goldfield, which produced 73 per cent. of the
State’s reported yield, it fell from 52.13s.
in 1923 to 4847s. in 1924, the decrease
amounting to about one pennyweight per
ton. T have already said that the tonnage
of ore mined has not decreased, hut that the
valnes have decreased. That decrease was
solely responsible for the decline in the in-
dustrv last year. That is a feature of min-
ing, not only in Western Aunstralia, but in
every goldmining ecunfry ir the world; as
the diffienlties of mining increasze and the
lodes descend to a greater depth, the values
decline. Eiery vear in this State it bappeus
that new localities are opened up and some
very #ood diseoveries made. To this I sball
vefer acain later. The tonnage mined de-
creased in all fields except Mt. Margaret—
which ineludes Leonora—XNorth-East Cool-
gardie and Yilearn. The inereased tonnage
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was in Mt Margaret 6,573 toms, in North-
East Coolgardie 1,901 tons, and in Yilgarn
4,964 tons. The decreased tonnage was, in
Coolgardie 14,357 tons, in East Coolgardie
15,000 tons, in East Murchison 11,000 tons.
and in Murchisor 17,000 tons, The follow-
ing fields had an increased output:—Mt.
Margaret, with a total of 43,705 fine ozs.;
Peak Hill, with a total of 2,113 fine ous.;
West Pilbara, with a total of 76 fine ozs.;
and Yilgarn, with a total of 8,451 fine ozs.
Tt is not possible for the department this
year to secure actual details of working
costs, The report of the Royal Commis-
sioner appointed by the (Government gives
those on the Boulder belt as approximately
33s. 6d. per ton of ore treated, the allot-
ment heing fifty-fifty as hetween mining and
treafment costs. There are some encourag-
ing improvements to record in respect of
one or two mines on the Eastern Goldfields.
On the Lake View and Star and the Boulder
Perseverance improved plant and methods
are being {ried, which it is hoped will pro-
long the life of those properties, There have
Lbeen one or two interesting diseoveries of
late, which I hope will lead to the profitable
working of those mines for s number of
vears. At the Gwalia mine the most up-to-
date plant in Western Australia has been
installed, and the managemeni is endeav-
ouring to make a payable mine while recov-
ering the low grade ore available rather than

picking out the rich patehes. 1 hope
that any difficulties heing experienced
by the company on thai mine will

e overcome, and that thd progress of
the field will he assured. The Great Vie-
toria, at Burbidge, following on the pro-
vision of water supply by the Government,
has given excellent results, brought about
hy the efficient water supply and up to date
methods of working. For the first nine
months of this vear that mine produced
20,100 tons for 5,413.67 fine ozs. of a value
of £23,407, as against the previous fotal
produetion of 7,513 tons for 1,784 ozs. of
n value of £7,583. These fizures indicate
that owing to the assistance given by the
Government the mine has preduced in one
vear gold three times the value of that pro-
duced during all the previous years of the
mine's existence. That mine is an example
of what can be done by efficient manage-
ment and eeonomical working. At the Kal-
zoorlie School of Mines experiments are
Leing carried out with a view fo determin-
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ing means by which ore can be nmore econ-
onmically trested. Ome experiment in pro-
g.ess is that known as the flotation process.
These experimenis are heing carried out
on zome of the sulphide ores, and although
it would be premature to make an announce-
ment as to the ultimate value of the treat-
ment, there are good grounds for believing
that a new and profitable method of treat-
ing this class of ore has heen discovered.
Also the School of Mines is experimenting
on Wiluna ore, and from reports submitted
to the department we are hopeful that a
means will be found by which the more difi-
enlt ores may he suceessfully treated in the
near fature. Certainly if the ore can be
freated on a large seale as it has heen
treated in the lahoratory at the School of
Mines, the more serious dificulties will he
overcome. At Wiluna fast year boring op-
erations were assisted by the Government to
the extent of £1,411. Those operations re-
sulted in a pronouncement being made that
a company should Le formed to take over
the larger number of the leases in the dis-
trict. Tf the capilal can be found and if
the ore ean be profitably treated, a new field
may there be opened up. At present all
g¥es are on ihe developments at Wilyna.
If 100 great a burden be not pnt vpon the
shareholders, 1 am hopeful that Wiluna wili
soon be maintaining a very large population.
Tt is too early vet to £ay much about that
field, but the prospects are most hopeful.

Mr. Davy: It is a low-grade proposition,
is it not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it
kas metallurgiea) difficulties, that is all.

Mr. Lambert: There are no melallurgieal
difficulties in the lower level,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As Min-
ister, T am not prepared to say that liere.
One has to be very careful. T can only
say I am assured that the ore treated hoth
from the bore and from the shaft indicates
no such diffieulty. However, that is only a
small parcel of ore after all, and I can-
not say it is to be taken as an indication
of the value of ihe great ore body existing
in the distriet. That is one of the largest
snd one of the ost econlinuous lodes to
be found in any country. The results from
the boring showed reasonably high values,
namely, 42s. If the ore ean he profitably
treated, Wiluna must prove to be one of
the greatest fields in Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Marshall: The cross-cut they put
down gave the truest sample ever obiained
from . that belt.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: Below
100ft. from the surface the ore may be pro-
filably (reated. When we remember thai
Liis great lude has only been hulk sampled
lo 100ff. we realise the possibilities of the
ficld.  The depatiment eontinues to receive
reports of new linds, and it is apparent
that the gold mining industry has many years
of life ahead of il. As hon. members know,
the value of gold is fixed. It ranges about
1 per oz, But by many means the eosl of
production has been inereased. Wages have
gene up certainly, but only as the result of
the increased eost of living, That is largely
due to the fact that since the war the price
of every commodity has increased to a
greater extent. In addition to the natuval
increase in priees, this industry is more ad-
versely affected by the tariff than is any
other industry in the Commonwealth. Al-
though other industrics suffered as a resnlt
of post-war conditions, the gold mining in-
dustry is the only one that has received no
consideration from the Commenwealih Gov-
erment. The Commonwealth Government
have given bonuses to almost every industry
that has suffered from war condilions. They
have given a bonus to the manufacturing
industry by virtue of the tanff, to che heef,
steel, iron, dried fruits, and other indnstries
in order to help them.

Mr, Davy: Do not forget the honus on
sugar.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
monwealth Government give a honus 1a the
sngar industry to the extent of three to four
rmillion pounds, and the vicious feature of
it is that ihey give honuses in those quarters
where they will get support. but shut their
eyes to giving a bonus to an industry from
which they get liltle support. .

Mr. Marshall: What about the £150,000
we are to receive this vear?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I was
rather amused fo read in the Press a state-
ment that the Federal Government have re-
duced taxation. We are told they have re-
duced the income tax, the land tax, the en-
tevtainment tax and in fact quite a nunher
of laxes, But while they have reduced those
taxes, they have increased the Customs and
Faxcise dnties, with the result that whereas
a few vears apgo the people of this country
were paying £4 per head by way of tariff
taxation, although the population of the
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couniry has since inereased by nearly a mil-
lion, the taxation from the taritt to-day is
L6 per head. It is quite a popular thing to
tell the people that taxation has been re-
duced, but when the other side of the pie-
ture is shown. it indicates that Federal
taxation has not been reduced. The Com-
monwealth have reduced only the taxation
ihat the people know about. They have re-
duced the unpopular taxes that the people
nnderstand, but they have increased the
tariff taxation to such an exient that (he
industry  we are discussing  to-night is
heing  wiped almust out of  existence.
Bt ix o vicious sy<tem.  We know that
recently  there was another increase in
the rariff, and that that inctease af-
feets the minine industry. I am  ab-
solutely convineed that the difliculties con-
fronting the gold mining industry are mure
cue to the Commonwealth tariff than to
anv other cause. It must be adwmitied that
the tariff taxes the every reyuirement of
the people, and all the materials and instru-
ments needed in production in the gold min-
ing industry——

Mr., Davy: And every other industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And is
responsible for pushing up fthe cost of liv-
ing and making wages higher until the in-
dustry is scarcely able to carry on.

Mr. Lindsay: It affects every primary in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not to
the same extent.

My, Lindsay: Whyv uol?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

other industries have had enhanced prices
for their products, Lint the gold mining in-
dustry has not. To other industries in dif-
ficulty, the Commonwealth have given sub-
stantial bonuses.
Mr. Latham:
to assist mining.
Mr. Heren: That is only a promise.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Custorns tariff is really a honus for the
manufacturineg industries, and the onlv in-
dustry that has not received a selitarv penny
by way of honus is the mining industry.
The value of the commodity produced by
our mines is fixed but the value of wheal, for
instance. is not fixed. During the last few
vears the value of wheat lhas been high,
as the member for Toodvay should know.
Mr, Davy: But gold is not fixed.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The peo-
ple engazed in the gold mining industry have

They are giving £450,000
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to buv all their living requirements. They

produce nothing tfor consumption. A
man on the land is able to live mueh
cheaper, despite the tariff, because a

capable farmer ean produce 80 per
cent. of his own requirements. Apart from his
agricultural machinery, he is not so greatly
affected by the tariff as is a person who hus
to purchase every single requirement to carry
un his oceupation. The gold mining indus-
try is peculiar in that respeet. The people
engaged in it eannot produce a bag of wheat
or even a cabbage. Kverything they require
has to be purchased, and most of the com-
modities they need have becn affected by the
tariff, Consequently living on the geldfields
is much more expensive than it was a few
years ago, and the people engaged in the
industry have to scenre a high reward for
their work and ihus the industry is seriously
affected.

Mr. Richardson: Arc you advocating the
abolition of all tariffs?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but if
the Commonwealth Government are justified
in giving special bonuses fo other industries
because they have been adversely affected by
the tariff, they have no right to deny similar
assistanee to the gold mining industry. The
grant of £450,000 is not being given for any
particalar industry. Mr. Gregory and Mr.
Mann both denouniced the gold bonus pro-
posal.

Mr. Lindsay: They are opposed to high
protection. That is the reason.

The MINISTER FOR MINKES: We are
not nearly so simple as we look.

Mr. Lindsay: Are not those things due to
high protection?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let us
not bhe thought little children. These same
men go back to the Federal Parliament and
support the very Covernmenf responsible
for higl protection.

Mr. Davy: Whom else could they sup-
port¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those
members of the TFederal Parliament, pre-
tending to be freetraders, come here and say,
“We do not believe in a gold honus; the
first thing to do is to ficht the tariff” Mr.
Gregory savs, “Let us concentrate and fight
the tariff!' When 1 read that, it oeenrred
to my mind, “How long is this sham fight
roing to continue? Theyv are going to
fight the tariff to get better conditions for
certain industries, but they go back fo the
Federal Parliament and support the Govern-
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ment in every particular. 1t is an utteriy
dishonest attitude. 1 have a far greater re-
spect for the high protectionists of the
Eastern States than for » man like him,
becanse he will get votes here by posing as
a freevtrader while supporting the highest
protectionist Government we have ever had.

Mr. Lindsay: Your party would stop all
imports.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The bon.
member may have eause to eomplain after
the Labour Party have had an opportunity
to do things, but he has no cause to com-
plain st present, seeing that the Labour
Party have not been in office for 1¢ vears.
He reminds me of the fable of the wolf and
the lamb. The lamb has not been in office
for 10 years, and yet members opposite talk
of the attitude of Labour to the tariff. It
will he time to discuss the Labour Party
when they have had a term of office.

Mr, Latham: The Minister is wasting his
time. He cannot convert anyone on this side,
and members on his own side are already
econverted.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, we are all nobbled.

Mr. Latham: Tt is a political speech.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am ad-
dressing myself to the people of our gold-
fields.

Mr. Richardson: Why not take a trip up
there and talk to them?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
tor me fo accept the view that the industry
is not harassed or hampered by the obstacles
I have mentioned, and it is not for me, as
Minister for Miges, to allow to go unchal-
lenged the statement that the people of the
ooldfields, instead of asking for assistance,
must wait for relief until the tariff is re-
viewed. This sham fight will continue s0
long as it will bring votes to the present
Federal Government.

Mr. Teesdale: Come back to the Esti-
mates now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am dis-
ensging the Estimates; the hon, member does
not like to hear facts. When we read state-
raents in the Press ahout the reduetion of
Federal taxation, and when on the other
hand we know that thev have taxed the very
clothes on the backs of the people and that
gold mining is the one indnsiry to which
thev are denying assistance, it is onr daty
Lo express our views.

Mr. Lindsay: Tet us all have a bonus
right around.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: Quite so
The action of the Federal Government in
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granting bonuses to obtain support from
certain industries, and denying a bonus to
another industry from which they ecannot
expeet much support, is not fair. If the
Federal Government stood for the principle
of granting no honuses, we would have no
canse lo complain, but when they grant as-
gistance to some industries, they bave no
right to deny it to gold mining in Western
Australia.

Mr. North: The tariff was not designed
in the first place to produce revenue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t is pro-
ducing £34,000,000 a year. The high tarif
Las done more to injure gold mining in this
State than has anything else I know of.

Mr, Lindsay: I agree with you. That is
why we are fighting to keep yoor party out.
We know what it would be if they got into
power.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The peo-
ple responsible for the tariff should grant
some assistance to an industry which has
been put to a disadvantage because of the
tariff. Senator Pearce has stated that the
amount of £450,000 to be given to Western
Australia will provide means from which
the State Government can pay a bonus to
gold mining.

Mr. Latham: That is perfectly true.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is an
utterly unprincipled statement. The amouni
was to be given beecause of certain disabilties
suffered by the country, and was in no way
duc to Senator Pearec, whose Governmeni
turned down the gold bonus definitely on
what they were pleased to eall prineciple.

Mr. Davy: When did they do that

The MINISTER FOR MINES: By re
fusing fo pay the bonus.

Mr. Latham: The industry wanted moe
than £450,000.

Mr. Davy: Why, we discussed it here only
a few weeks ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The gok
bonus was recomended long ago by the Boarc
of Trade.

Mr. Latham: Do you helieve in the golc
bonus?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do no
believe in any bonus provided each industr
gets a fair deal, but when the gold-minin
industry is declining vear after year and i
almost wiped out of existence in conse
quence of the tariff, and when the Govern
ment responsible for the tariff pay bonuse
to other industries, T wcontend that the;
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should treat the gold-mining industry of
Woestern Australia similarly. The tariff, by
which is extracted from the pockets of the
people £6 per head, or abont £34,000,000 a
year, is more responsible for the decline of
the gold-mining industry than anything else.
The same position appertains in respeet to
other gold-mining ¢ommunities in Australia.
A QGovernment which does this sort of
thing is the Government to which the people
ought to look for some support.

Mr., Richardson: What would yon do to
relieve the position?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Government which puts the liability on the
people ocught to give the relief. It is their
business to do so.

Mr. Richardson: You favour a gold
hopus. That is the only method by which
it ¢an be done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
tariff remains 1 am in favour of the Com-
monwealtlh Government giving some bonus
to the gold-mizing industry, just as is given
to the sugar industry, the manufacturing
industry, the beef industry, the iron indus-
try and others.

Mr. Richardson: Then you believe in a
gold bonus.

Mr. Davy: In the case of wheat and wool,
too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Wheat
and wool have not been so much affected.

Mr. Davy: They must have been affected
just as much.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, be-
cause their values have not been fixed; they
have doubled in price.

Mr. Davy: The price of gold is no more
fixed than the price of wheat.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
fixed now.

Mr. Davy: It is the world's parity, just
as in the case of wheat.

Hon. S. W, Munsie: For a year or two.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
bave béen new finds in Western Australia
during the last year or two, which hold out
hopes of great promise. One is what is
known as Corboy’s Find in the Mt. Vernon
district, and another is Coles’ Find in the
vicinity of Lake Way on the East Murchi-
son, In both these places the developments
up to date may be called reasonably satis-
factory. 1 hope that at Mt. Vernon, as a
resnit of the developments that are taking
place there now, it may be possible to give
crushing facilities in the near future. We

It 1s
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are not, however, too satisfied yet with re-
gard to the stability of the field. The diffi-
culty there is that water is at a shallow
depth. Wherever that is the case fhera is
difficulty in miners carrying on suceessfully.
There is also the disadvantage of the mines
being situated in a remote part of the coun-
try. With these disabilities the field ¢annot
make the progress it ordinarily would. The
department has made arrangements to assist
with certain development work there, and
if these developments are satisfactory below
water level we shall consider the advisa-
bility of establishing ecrushing facilities on
the field. Last year the department insti-
tuted a system by which we assisted in the
cartage of ore to State batteries within a
radins of 30 miles. We provided that out-
side the radius of five miles, and within the
radius of 30 miles of an existing State bat-
tery, the department would subsidise the
carting ai the rate of 1s, per ton per mile,
This subsidy has been of great assistance
to prospectors who are not adjacent to a
battery, and by that means the quantity of
stone crushed at the batteries has been con-
siderably supplemented. At Mundiwindi
and at Sylvania recent discoveries have been
made, the reports concerning which are
pretty satisfactory.

Mr. Teesdale: Are they reefs at Mundi-
windi?

Mr. Marshall: It is lode formation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
Coolgardie State battery, from prospecting
area 2280 a few months apo, there were
erushed 49% tons of ore for 124 ozs. 13
dwts. of gold. At the Meekatharra battery
the Empire gold mine crushed 65 tons of
ore for 332 ozs. 12 dwts. of gold. At Tuek-
anarra two crushings by prospectors Gil-
mour and Ainsworth from a shaft 16 feet
deep returned from 10 tons of ore 99 ozs.
over the plates, and 19 dwts. 14 grs. in the
tailings.

Mr. Latham: That onght to pay.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
These are crushings from new fields that
have been discovered within the last 12
months. If these ernshings had occurred
20 years ago there might have been quite
a boom in mining. Owing to the difficnlties
1 have mentioned, and the lack of interest
in the industry, there have not been the re-
sults from them there would have bheen 20
years ago. At the Croesns Proprietary
Eclipse lease, there have been good develop-
ments of late at the north end, at the 1,000ft.
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level. This has been stripped for 65 feet
on the foot wall, and a leading stope is
bemng taken over a width of 10 feet, the
value being stated at 31s. per ton. This
development is most cneouraging, It is
the farthest north point in the mine where
valoes have been obtained. It appears to
be a new lens or chute of ore not seen in
the upper levels. It is a fine development.
It proves that orve values are likely fo ex-
tend to a greater depth than was supposed,
which is very important. At the Enterprise
a good body of ore bas been opened up, and
shows an average value of 45s. per ton over
a width of 12 feet. A sample hole bore in
the west wall gave still bebter values. It is
thought that this ore body is the Persever-
ance lode, in which case they have a good
length ahead of them before it passed into
the adjoining property. These new de-
developments are some of the most import-
ant that have occurred during the past two
years. They give us hope that the life of
our mines may be continued and ihat the
industry will be prospersus, The South
Kalgurlie mine has 24 drills at work, and
ia preparing to sink the main shaft another
120 feet. When this is completed it will
mean a brighter outlook for the mine. The
only other shaft that has been deepened
during the past few years is the Lake View.
A good development is reported by {he
manager of the Golden Horseshoe mine at
the 2,630ft. level, a horizonial diamond drill
having penetrated the No. 3 lode, at 2,700ft.,
giving an average assay value of 89 2d.
per ton. If the developments later on, as a
result of the diamond drilling, preduce the
same results, it will mean a fine discovery
for the mine and the field in general.
Next to gold, coal is our most valuable
mineral, having produced £4,292206 in all.
This year, to the end of August, our bunker
coal was valued at £46,0384, but our exports
have decreased continuously sinee 1920,
when the exports were valued at £4062,872.
I cannot say why the export of coal should
have decreased to that extent. It is a great
pity that we do not produce more ecoal, and
do not more fully utilise our valuable de-
posits, and that the people who own the coal
mines do not try to push the hunkering
{rade.

Member: Are they not interested in other
coal?t

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I did not
wish to say that it is because they are in-
terested in coal that comes from elsewhere.
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This decline is not good for the country. If
our cozlfields are to be the value they ought
o be, our bunkering trade should increase.
The people who own our coal mines have
laid a fine basis on which they can carry on
oj:erations, beenuse they have the control of
almost all the coal consumption in the State.
Copper, of which the State has produced
£1,802,339 worth to the end ot August last,
was mined during the current year and ex-
ported to the value of £15,541. There is a
new proeess in eopper production now being
experimented with at Phillips River. I am
not abie to say how far the experiments have
proved suecessful. The Government have
assisted very materially in endeavouring fto
bring them to fruition. We gave quite a
considerable amount of assistance in the
erection of the plant, and one of our officers
at Kalgoorlic was loaned to the company.
He is a valuable officer, and has had eon-
siderable experience and knowledge of the
work. T am hopeful that the experiments
at Ravensthorpe will result in copper being
more economically treated, put on the mar-
ket at a cheaper rate, and in onr eopper in-
dustry again beeoming a profitable one. Our
total cutput of tin has been to the value of
£1,520 436, of which this year, {o the end of
August, contributed £7,362. Lead, which is
next in order of our mineral products, has
heen produced in this State to the value of
£1,489.548, the first eight months of this
year having contributed £74,112. The greater
proportion of this was produced in the
Northampton field, adjacent to Geraldton.
Some of the reecent developments there have
been of a satisfactory nature. If is pleasing
to note that onc base metal that has main-
tained its price is lead. From the trade re-
ports we receive we are led to believe that
these values will be continued. IE so, that
field should have a long life before it, and
we shounld be able to look forward to pood
developments there. The two Boys lease,
elose to the Surprise mine, has turned out
well. Tt contains a big body of ore. The
lode was discovered last year by two chil-
dren, and holds out promise of being a mine
equal to the Surprise mine, one of the rich-
est in the State, T regret that the Surprise
mine has of late not been quite so good as
was the ease in years past. An important
development has taken place in the south
end, and I am hopeful that the mine will
continue as a valuable producer. The de-
pariment is assisting very mnterially in that
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arca. We are assisting in the East Chap-
man arca, and the help we have given has
been largely responsible for the produetion
oi" weaith io the vaine of £74,000 last year.
Next to silver and pyritie ore, asbestos is
the State's chief mineral product, the exeel-
lent quality of which should ensure ns a
prominent poszition in the markets of the
world. I am glad fto say that our ashestos
is recoonised as being of high quality. I
hope the people we are assisting will be able
to find a market For their products, and that
tivis indugtry will develop in the next Few
vears. The dividends paid by gold mining
comp:anies in Western Australin fo the end
of last year amounted to £28,303,477, and
during the year 1024 they amounted to
£124,771. The number of men engaged in
wmining in the last 10 years has fallen from
13,000 in 1914 to 6,289 in 1924. This is a
very serious decline, and is largely dme to
the conditions I have already referred to.
T will not refer to them again because they
excite the anger and agitation of members
opposife. .

Mr. Latham: It is such a waste of time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is so
far as the hon. member is coneerned. He is
not ealenlated to entertain anything beyond
his particular viewpoint.

M. Teesdale: 1 shall look up a Standing
Order soon.

Mr. Marshall: 1 do net know that you
enuld do anything effectiveiy.

AMr. Latham: You can’t do anything but
interjeet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Despite
the decline in the gold mining industry of
Western Australia, this State still econtri-
butes 60.40 per cent. of the fotal ouiput of
gold in the Commonwealth, including the
Northern Territory, Tasmania, Papua, and
Yew Zealand. The contributions by the dif-
ferent parts of the Commonwealth are as
follows:—Western  Australia, 6040 per
cent.; New Zealand, 13.56 per cent.; Vie-
toria, .36 per cent.; Queensland, 12.31 per
rent.; New South Wales, 2.33 per cent.; and
South Australia, the Northern Territory.
Tasmania, and Papua, 1.04 per cent. Tt is
a pity that the percentage throughout the
Commonwealth is not greater, but when we
realise the preat expanse of territorv over
which minerals can he found in Western
Australia, there is no doubt that even though
the industry at the present time may not be
as prosperous as we would like, it will eon-
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tinue to play an important and effective
part in the history of the State.

Alr. Teesdale: There are more possibilities
in this State than in other parts of the Com-
monwealth or New Zealand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
we have more gold in the country too. There
i« no douht that it the lodes we know exist
now were expluviled as in the old days, the
cold output would he double its present-day
total, The time will come again when, owing
to a change in the economic eonditions, the
gold mining industry will onee more be cou-
ducted with profit. Tnder the Mining De-
velopment Act the department eontinues to
assist legilimate mining efforts partienlarly
in the direction of developing mining pro-
periies. The total expendifure since the
incepiion of the Act to the end of
last month, was £613,231. During the
past year and nine months—that is,
from the 1st January, 1824, {o the
31st October, 1925—ihe department aunthor-
ised the following expenditure:—Advances
in aid of mining development and equip-
ment of mines with machinery, £44,65S;
snhsidies on ore crushed, £332; providing
means of transport and cquipment of pros-
pectors, £10,366; water supplies, £58,624.
Thus we have axsisted the industry to the
extent of -£114,180. That is evidence thal
the State (Government have done their duty
lo the gold mining industry, We have
materially assisted the industry so far as
the resources of the State will permit and
it cannot be laid at the doors of the Govern-
ment that we have neglected the industry
at all,

Mr. Latham: There was relief fo the ex-
tent of £40,000 granted by the previous
Government in connection with water sup-
I:lies just prior to their leaving office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Mit-
¢ vll Covernment granted the relief, hut we
paid it.

Mr. Richardson:
right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Regard-
ing the ojerations of the Miners’ Phthists
Act, the examination of the men is proceed-
inz. Under the provisions of that Act there
will develve upon the Mines Department the
responsihility of finding suitable oceupa-
tions for men withdrawn from the mines,
and seltling those men in suitable ocenpa-
lions. The Aet applies only te men who
were engaged in the industry at the time

I don’t think that is
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the Act was proclaimed. 1t seems Lo me a
great pity that provision was net made for
wminers sulfering from diseases ineurred in
connection with their employment and that
that provision was not made 20 years ago
when the industry was at its greatest pros-
perity, when a great many men were em-
ployed in the mines and when those mines
were paying big dividends. Had this pro-
vision been made then, it would have Leen
& wise step. It was not imade then, however,
lut under the Miners' Phtlisis Aet the situ-
ation is being dealt with. The full respon-
sibility 15 now falling wpon the Government
and we must aceept it. We will not shirk
our duty. The examination is now taking
place at Kalgoorlie, but I am not in a posi-
tion to say what results have been obtained
to date. I am hopeful that it will be found
that the number of those found to be sunffer-
ing from lubereulosis will not he very great,
and that the general health of the miners
will be found to be good. Mlowever, there
are bound to be a number of men who will
be affected, ant ihe State will have to ac-
cept full responzibilifty for thenr future in
accordance with the provisions of the
Miners’ Phthisis Act.

Mr. Davy: Miners’ phthisis is not the
same as tuberculosis, is it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; the
Government are not required to make pro-
vision for these suffering from miners’
phthisis, but we have to aceept the respon-
sibility for those snffering from tubercu-
losis.

Mr. Heron: The name of the Act is really
a misnowmer.,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
A committee has been appointed by the
Government, comprising the heads of vari-
ous departments, who are going into the
question of providing suitable employment
for men who will have to be taken out of
the mines. I think I am safe in saying that
hoth Parliament and the Government will
stand up to their responsibilities.  This
work may be more costly than we think, but
whatever the cost, we will have to shoulder
it. This is a very sad feature of the min-
ing industry, and the men who are suffering
from these diseases are entitled fo more
sympaihy than they get. While people are
generally sympathetic regarding persons
who are so afflicted, they are so much con-
cerned about their own business that they
have not mu~h time to think of others unless
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the conditivns of those people are brought
uniler their notice directly.

Mr. Heron: A large percentage of the
people do not realise what it means.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Here we
have a large number of men employed in
producing the wealth of this country, pro-
viding markets for the agriculturists and
working in an industry which, from the
standpoint of health, is not & very desirable
une. 1 am afraid that the conditions under
which they have Jaboured bave affecied the
miners mentally as well as physically. It
is therefore unfortunate that we are not
able to give the people engaged in that in-
dustry nore consideration even than is ex-
tended to them under the Act 1 have re-
ferred to. When discussing the Estimates 1
ltope hon. members will bear in mind the
eonditions under which Lhese people have
worked | think the department and the Gov-
ernment can e¢laim that they have rendered
material assistance to the mining industry.
A little while ago there was some criticism
of the department which I referred to in a
stalement wade in reply to a question asked
by the member for Menzies (Mr. Panton).
The Government provided assistance for
opening up the Gladsome and Sand Queen
mines. 1t was represented {o me by a mem-
ker of the Bullfinch Company that if the
mines coubld be unwatered and sampled, in
view of the large amount of gold that had
been produced from the mines, capital would
be readily available. In order to remove
an obstruetion in the shafi, and to clean up
the mine and the levels, the Government ad-
vanced £7,000. Although the results of the
sampling were conclusive, the option holders
abandoned their opfions, I do not think it
ean be said that the Government did not do
a fair thing by the company. We carried
on the operations until they reached a de-
cisive result. We, as 8 Government, have
no pawer to compel the company to do any-
thing in the direction of further work on
the mines,

Mr. Teesdale: Yon did not hear a word
of complaint from the Opposition side re-
garding this matter,

The Minister for Justice: No, it was from
the people there themselves.

Mr. Davy: Have the Government secured
their money back?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No, and
that is not the onlv amount that has gone
in such a direction.
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Mr. Lathara: No, there will be a lot more
Lefore you jeople have finished.

The Minister for Justice: We get as much
back frow ihe winiog indnsiry as from the
agricultural industry through the L.A.B.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for York (Mr. Latham) should be
the last member of this House to complain.
He owes his present properity to the State,
because of the money he borrowed from the
State,

Mr. Latham: I paid interest on all 1 bor-
rowed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for York should be the last to
complain because men on the land received
assistance from the Government and were
allowed te pay back when they eould do
s0, When people could not pay back, they
were carried on uniit they were in a peosi-
1ion to do so.

Mv, Latham: You cannet do that with
ihie mwining industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : There
has been no complaint from the Opposition
sile of the House because there is no room
for complaint. It represented an advance
made under the Mining Development Aet
for a specific purpose. This is not the only
amoeunt that will not come back to the
Government. While money has been ex-
pended noder the Act, and has notl come
back, the results have been that hundreds
of thousands of pounds worth of mineral
wealth has been produced and that has
come back to the country. If we spend
money in conneciion with this industry, we
refurn much wealth to Western Australia,
T hope hon. members apposite will not be
too critical regarding the Estimates.

Mr, Latham: You would noi expect ug
to be after your speech. You have put the
match te it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
put another match to it by stating that
whatever the member for York may say,
will net be very valuable.

Mr. Latham: I will have something to
say about that politieal speech of yours.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
kon. member does speak, he will at least
add to the entertainmeni of the Chamber.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [8.45]): It
is regrettable that the Minister had not a
more pleasing tale to tell of the prospeeis
of mining in Western Australia. Those
whn have followed the Minister’s activities
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will agree that he has administered the
department very sympathetically, giving
assistance 1o the industry wherever
possible. Although we in this Chamber are
prone to be a little eritical, we might per-
haps abjure eriticism for the moment and
give a little praise to the oflicers of the de-
partment,

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. Lindsay: You would not expect us
to refrain from eriticism this year?

Ale. LAMBERT : There has been very
little to criticise. I am very pleased with
the officers of the department. Many of
them are highly qualified and are giving
a great deal of valuable service to the
State. Mining has heen responsible for
half the wealth produced in the State up
to date. In the early days, when the in-
dustry was in the beyday of its prosperity,
it was able to assisi the agriculiural in-
dustry. We cannot cowmpare the two in-
dustries, because when we take an ounce of
gold out of the ground it has gone for ever.
To that extent minimg is not comparable
with agriculture, Still, it would be regret-
table if the great importance of mining
generally were lost sight of in -the House.
Half the wealth produced by the United
States of Awmerica c¢omes from mining
alone.

Mr. Davy: You are including oii in thai.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, oil being a mineral
production. Whilst, admittedly, oil bas
plaved a great part in the development of
America, yet when oil shall have ceased to
flow, the great iron and steel industry will
prove the sheei-anchor of that country as,
some day, it will prove also in Australia.

Mr. Lindsay: You want protection for
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Not so much protection
as an intelligent coneception of the duties
of citizenship. Whilst America has been
a great protectionist country, it has also
developed & sense of loeal patriotism that,
unfortunately, is almost entirely unknown
in Western Australia.

Mr. Lindsay: What about the limitation
of output?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know what the
hon. member means, unless it be the labour
guestion in Australia as compared with the
United States. The great thing in the
Tnited States is the desire of the em-
ployers, not only to make labour employ-
able, but to give the workers & force of
man power which is unappreciated in Aus-
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tralia. I remind the hon. member thai the
farmers of Western Australia have never
yet started to farm seriously.

Mr, Lindsay: Do they farm secientifically
in America?

Mr. LAMBERT: To a very much greater
extent than we do in Western Australia.

Mr. Sampson: Do vou bhelieve in the
American system of piecowork?

Mr., LAMBERT: 1 do not believe in the
hon. mewmber’s system of cornering food-
stulf= and putting (hem throngh a bureau
for sale. Drobably the most important
happening in the wining industry during
the year wnder review was the report
furnished by Mr. Kingsley Thomas. The
Government are to be commended on heir
foresight in first desiring to get an im-
partial report as fo the reason for the de-
cline in mining, and in the second place to
determine what to do fo revive the industry
that has meant so much to Western Aus-
tralia. I was struck by many of the recom-
mendations put forward by Mr. Thomas.
That gentleman was possessed of fine
qualifications as a mining engincer, bug
probably he did not give to the Iocal eon-
ditions that strict attention that, perhaps,
a longer ac¢quaintance with the auriferous
arcas of Western Australia would have
consirained him to do. Probably he rather
judged the ore oeccurrences in Western
Australia, and based his ealculations, upon
his South African experience. It must be
said of the mines in Wesiern Australia,
even the rich mines, that they have not
been the easiest in the world te work: he-
cause in many places the payable ore
chutes are erratic and, althongh rich, are
hard to follow and hard to work, keeping a
sampler going almost all the time. That is
not nearly so easy as first deciding from a
systematic survey that vyou have thres
million or four million fons of ore of an
even grade, when the only problem you
have to solve is the economie production
of the gold contents. Tn South Africa
mining is by no means as complex
as it is in Western Australia. It must
be remembered that many of Mr. Thomas’s
recommendations <over a good deal of
ground and evidence a very closc reasoning.
For insiance, he dealt first with the big
group of mines at Kalgoorlie. Those mines
present a problem distinet from all others
in Western Australia. The sirictures made
regarding ihose mines could not have any
useful application, other than in a general
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way, 1o the other mines in this Staie. At
that time I suggested that those mines
should be amalgamated, and subsequently
Mr. Thomas made that recommendation, T
believe they should have had a central power
plant many years ago, and that years ago
they should have carried out oil flotation.
In 1916, when probably oil flotation had
never been mentionel in the Mines Depari-
ment, T advocaied in the Flonse that the
Coolgardie State battery should be used for
the putting up of the first unit of a redue-
tion plant for concenlralion and oil flota-
fion. The then Minister for Mines, Mr,
R. T. Robinsen, promised that that should
be the first step ta be taken. I thought it
would serve o usefnl purpose as a pilot
plant to make effective experiments in the
reduction of eomplex ores and in oil fota-
tion. The Minister in 1917 promised that
as soon as the plant gol going, the first unit
of an o1l flotation plant would be installed.
Although that plant costing £7,000 or £8,000
was erecled at Coolgardie, mainly at my in-
stigation, nothing was done with it bevond
crushing a pareel of 100 or 150 tons. From
1017 to 1923 only two or three small par-
cels have been crushed, apart from which
the plant has been vnused. The plant should
have been used as the first unit of an otl
flotation process to deeide whether we ecould
profitably eoncentrate by this method. The
Kalgoorlie School of Mines has been carry-
ing out small laboratory tests im oil flota-
tion, and without the slightest desire to de-
ery the value of that work, little good can
he expected from purely laboratory tests.
Tt would be muelt better to experiment with
a 10-ton parcel in a bulk way with a pilot
plant rather than eonduct numerous experi-
ments in & laboratory by means of beakers
or a small plant, The laboratory tests at
Kalgoorlie merely indicate that there are
possibilities ahead of oil flofation, buf even
when that work is done, it must be regarded
as only laboratory work to be followed hy
bulk tests. T sugzested to the Raval Com-
missioner that the ernshing plant at Cool-
pardie shonld be ntilised. T am pleased that
he recommended it. YWhen the Minister has
an opportunity lo review the experimental
work of the School of Mines, I am satis-
iied he will see the necessity for taking the
next step and operating an oil flotaiion
plant at the Coolgardie State hattery, so
thal working experiments mayv be conducted
on a bulk scale, That would he useful (o
test the ores in the Kalgoorlie distriet; it
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would be nzeful to test the ore from Wiluna,
while the refraetory ore from some of the
Coolgardie mines couid be treated on the
sjot instead of being railed away for treat-
ment as it is to-day. The JMinister referred
to assistanee to mining at Comet Vale. 1
know the methods that have been adopted
in the past. I believe we have not obfained
the value we should have got from the
money we have expended. Our method and
poliey shonld be altered, and one direction
in which the policy should be altered is to
embrace the testinz in bulk of the more
complex ores by oil fotation or in other
ways sugrested by onr chemists. In this
way greéater good would be obtained from
the expenditure. I have discussed with
dome of the managers of the Golden Mile
the merits of the oil flofation process. Sowe
of them believe that oil flotation could not
profitably he applied to the concentration
of ores on the Golden Mile. It must be re-
membered that oil flotation is merely a mat-
ter of reducing the ore from 100 per eent.
to perhaps 10 or 15 per cent. product. It
is not a process to recover the gold; it
merely means the reduction of the bulk of
the ore from which the gold is recovered.
T sngzested to the Royal Commissioner that
a more economical means of treating the
sulphide ore would be by roasting the pro-
duct after concentration. I am pleased that
the engineers advising one of the big mines,
having seen a suction gas plant that T de-
sizned, intend to give it a trial. 1 am sabis-
fied it will be suceessful, and that it will
save probably 50 per cent. of the fuel that
lo-day is wasted through employing the
roasting methods that have been in vogue
ever since King Solomon's days. 1 sug-
zested a system of boring the old mines and
old ore bodies, and I am pleased that the
Roval Commissioner agrced there was a
fair possibility of its being sueceessful in
some of the bizger and better known belts.
T hope the Treasurer will make available a
sufficient suin so that the Minister for Mines
may put into operation a comprehensive
svstem of boring, Coolzardie to-day ap-
pears to be rather decadent, but in the space
of three or four years over a million pounds’
worth of zold was produced within a mile
of the post oflice. Oniy one of the mines
of Coolgardie, Bayley's, has a shaft down
to 900 feet, and I ecan only conclude that
all the gold in that distriet has not been
vecovered. That, too, was the opinion of the
Royal Commissioner. FHe was satisfied that the

1693

geological features were favourable. There
is another portion ot our auriferous belt that
-aould receive attention—the norihern end
of Kalgeorlie. 1 belisve that by systematie
boring there is a possibility of loeating other
mines perbaps as important as those now
heing worked. Some people rather discount
the value of boring, but it vannot be gain-
said that it is a usetul preliminary to more
extensive exploitation. Although one ean-
not accept the resulis trom diamond drill-
ing as Dleing conclusive, they do indicate
whether the expenditure of additional money
for Lurther development work would he jus-
titied. * Jn all the wines to which we grant
money under the Mines Development Aet,
we should insist as a preliminary that they
undertake seme boring. 1f (bere is a mine
with a reef that bas given payable results
down to 100 or 200 feet, and the Mines
Department consider it should receive cer-
tain assistance, they should insist upon pre-
liminary drilling before permitting promis-
cuous shaft-sinking, driving and cross-cui-
ting to be undertaken, Wiluna provides a
good instance of the value of diamond drill-
ing. It is necessary to bhe cautious about
accepting without reserve the reports issued
on any ming, but the indications at Wiluna
fead us fo believe that we have there pro-
bably the biggest and most promising belt of
conptry in the State. Regarding the expon-
diture under the Mines Development Aet,
[ expressed my views to the Rtoyal Commis-
sioner, and [ cannot see any reason to aller
my opinion. I consider the expenditure
should be properly allocated and supervised
by a competent staff. Only in that way can
we hope to reap any suceess from the ex-
penditure. There is one phase of our min-
ing to which we might well direct ihe atten-
tion of the Federal Government; I refer to
the Geological Department. The department
here is considerably under-staffed. The per-
somiel of the deprartment should be reviewed.
When we consider the almost limitless area
of our auriferous fields, we can well ask the
Federal Government to spend some money in
subsidising the Geologieal Department. As
the Minister rightly says, they are subsidis-
ing ather industries, and assisting them in
countless ways which are not apparent to
everybody.

My, LAMBERT: Of course not. 1f mem-
bhers of the Siate Parliament are sufficiently
disloyal to snggest that everything should
come ont of that sum, we shall get nothing
but it. It was a sum sef aside because of the
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genersl disabilities under which Western
Australia has laboured becanse of Federation.
1t has no reference to any special obligation
that the Federal Guvernment have towards
us. The activities and work of the Ceolog-
ical Deparfment are necessary from the
point of view of national defence. What
is the use of people prating about the de-
fence of Australia when they are in total
ignorance of the resources that are so essen-
tial for the preservation of the national de-
fence of the country in the case of emer-
gency? What is the use of men talking
glibly about that subject? It would be dis-
loyal for any member of this Parliament
to suggest that any special service should
come out of a mere dole of that kind, when
Western Australia has suffered from the
effects of Federation for a quarter of a cen-
fury. It is a disgraceful suggestion for any-
one to make that work of this national char-
acter should be done out of the £450,000.
The work of the Geological Department
should be regarded in the light of a national
hndertzking, and shonid be snbsidised by
the National Parliament. I hope the Min-
ister will draw the attention of the Federal
authorities to this question. The Federul
Purliament should know of our resvurces in
lead, copper, iron and other minerals, when
these factors enter so mueh into the life of
the nation. T hope that greater appreeciation
will be shown for the preliminary work that
ought to be carried out by the State in con-
junetion with that which shonld be done by
the ¥Federal Government. We have a State
as rich and varied in its mineral resources
as any other country in the world. The
tronble in this State is that we have not
the courage and foresight displayed by the
more advanced and beiter developed coun-
tries. Unless public men draw attention
to them, many of these industries may re-
main unknown for another century. I am
sore the mining industry will receive sym.
pathetic treatment at the hands of the Min-
istry and of all members. It is not right
that we should take a parochial view econ-
cerning any industry. We should take the
bigger view that every industry, if properly
nurtured, will lead te the development of
this vast and rich State.

MR. MARSHALYL (Murchison} {9.20]:
In the main I agree with the remarks that
have been made by the Minister, but there
are one or two points with which I should
like to deal. There is not likely to be a
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great revival in the gold mining industry
until money becomes cheaper. There was a
time when one had only to say there was
such and such an ore chapnel containing a
small quantity of gold, to bring about a rush
of investors and prospectors. To-day we
can refer to the most promising belt of
country that has ever been discovered in the
State since the Golden Mile, but it creates
no interest whatever, 1 put this down to
fhe fact that a particular section of the
people look upon the gold mining industry
as more or less a speculation. They have
other avenues for investment that are more
certain. Unfortunately for other industries
they are loth to place their eapital in these
particular channels. LEvery now and then
fresh avenues of investment are offered, and
people avail themselves of the opportunity
to put their money into these gilt-edged
securities, People with money at their dis-
posal will naturally place it where the re-
turn is most assured.

Mr. Mann: Do you not think that taxa-
tion has something to do with it?

Mr, MARSHALL: 1t bas no more to do
with it than the ery of a certain seetion
that Labour has anything to do with it. I
am getting tired of the catech phrase that
this, that or the other is responsible. If
does not matter what is bappening in re-
gard to labour conditions and taxation,
when money is free, plentiful and cheap,
people can be decoyed into almost any form
of speculation. 1 have seen men become
almost insane in their desire to speculate
with their money. When tbey have had no
other investment offering they have gladly
put it into some ramp. Money has fre
quently been invested unpon incorrect re-
ports. These reports bhave detrimentaily
affected our gold mining industry. Ramps
have heen foisted upon the people. Glowing
reports have heen issned about the discovery
of gold and of untold wealth being found
in ore-bearing channels, whereas these finds
have been merely salt bush flats. T am sur-
prised that the Minister has not amended
the Mining Act to prevent people issuing
faise reports that have been so harmful to
the industry. T remember when we had to
take a drastie stand with regard to a certain
ramp that greatly affected a number of
people. Half the people who invest their
money in gold mining ventures know noth-
ing about the facts until they are brounght
forward in this Chamber or on the public
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plaiform. 1 am glad the Government have
seen lit to proclaim the Miners’ Phthisis Aect.
This has hung tire for a long time, due to
the fact that the lahorstory had not been
completed by the Commonwealth Govern-
wment. I am glad that the miners who are
affected with T.B. will at last be taken out
of the mines, and put into avoeations of a
more healthy nature. This will avoid eon-
tamination for the healthy miners, and will
give the mings a chance of gelting rid of
the germs that are in them. Nowadays there
is no great abundance of alluvial or speci-
men gold. To-day it is far more difficult,
and more eXpensive, to make new discover-
ies than was the ease in the past. The Mt.
Vernon field is a promising one. Some of
the values obtained there over a lengih of
315 miles of country are very encouraging,
and satisfactory to all concerned. The first
impression one has upon seeing the field is
that it must have been a difficult one to
locate. Except at the south end, there is
nothing to show the existence of any aurif-
erous belt of ore, or any gold-bearing chan-
nel of ore. The field traverses what is known
as a spinifex belt. In some cases the over-
burden is nine or 10 feat deep. There are
other fields of a similar eharacter which en-
tail a good deal of labour and expense to
discover. In the early days of the industry
people used to pick up slugs practically on
the surfaee. In the future it will be even
more difficult to locate new gold-bearing
channels, because of the inereasing expense
and hecause of the labour that is required
to get at them. I agree with the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) that, outside the
Golden Mile, there is not one bhelt of aurif-
erous country fhat has been thoroughly pro-
spected. I have worked in most of the mines
in the back country, and there is not one
distriet that I would be prepared to say has
been properly tested. It is very difficult
indeed, outzide the Golden Mile, to find a
shaft down more than 300 or 100 feet. The
argument advanced by the member for Cool-
gardie was a good one. Old fields that peo-
ple, not thoroughly conversant with the min-
ing industry would imagine worked out, are,
in my opinion, far from being exhausted. I
think it should be the policy of the Govern-
ment to thoroughly test those older fields by
means of diamond boring.

Mr, Panton: That is the only reasonable
method of testing them at this stage.
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Mr. MARSHALL: That is so, becaunse the
great gold-bearing channels do not show at
the surface and some are down 300 or 400
feet below the surface. To invite people to
sink shafts to that depth, put in erosscats
and explore the country below is unreason-
able when a poliey of diamond drilling
would provide the indications necessary to
mscertain what was to be found below, 1
suguest to the Minister that if the Treasurer
ean see his way clear, the mining vote shonld
be still further liberalised. From what I
ascertained during my travels with the Min-
ister for Mines recently, he would be pre-
pared to enter upon a vigorous policy of dia-
mond drilling if the funds were made avail-
able for him. | have read the report of that
most amiable gentleman, Mr. Kingsley
Thomas, the Royal Commissioner who re-
ported upon the mining industry. While T
eannot see eye to eye with him in some of
bis statements, 1 agree with him in most of
his conclusions. Whether any good will be
the outcome of his report, 1 cannot say.
After all, his report was mainly con-
fined to the Golden Mile, where the
interests of no prospectors are involved,
nor are the Government involved. That
area was left to the tender care of
private enterprise. Mr. Kingsley Thomas’s
report was most illominating and to
my mind, indicated the only solution of
the difficulties confronting the mines grouped
on the Golden Mile. T agree with the Min-
ister for Mines that the mining industry is
the only one in Western Australia that has
not received sympathetic treatment at the
hands of the Federal Government. The Min-
ister argued that gold has a fixed price.
I disagree with him there, for I contend
that gold has no fixed price. What is fixed
is the fineness and quantity of the gold con-
tenis of a soversign. To say that the price
of gold is fixed is quite wrong. If it were,
we could not have reccived the high price
paid per ounce during the war period.

The Minister for Mines: That was due to
extraordinary conditions.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is not so, any
wore than it would be correct to say that the
fiuctuations in the price of wheat were due
to extraordinary conditions.

The Minister for Mines:
wg get that price now?

Mr. MARSHALL: The reason is quite
apparent. To say that the price of gold is
fixed iz economiecally wrong.

Then why don’t
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Mr. Davy: Who fixes it?

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the point. If
we could deal internationally on a gold
Lasis, and pay by gold instead of a floating
currency, we would find that gold had wu
fixed price. If is nof the price of gold that
is fixed; it is the floating debt. That is what
intiuences the value of our sovereign. It
would be as logical to say that the price of
any other commodity is fixed, and we know
that 1s not so. We do not buy gold with
gold. We might just us well say that the
price of wheat is fixed and that we will buy
wheat with wheat. The fact that we get
more wheat, more clothes or more supplies
to-day for a eertain sum results in people
ihinking that we speak in lerms of three or
four sovereigns, We do not do that, and
that is where the harm comes in regarding
sold. 1 have received 7s. 6d. and 1ls. 6d.
per ounce for geld more than the standard
price. lrrespective of whether the price of
gold is fixed or notf, the Federal Govern-
ment have rendered assistance by way of
subsidy to every other industry, that as-
sistance in some instances taking the form
of tariff imposts, T have no objection to
ihat,

Mr. Latham:
objection,

My, MARSHALL: The Federal Govern-
ment have not rendered any assistance fo
the mining induestry.

Mr. Latham: They eannot do everything
at once. They may do it direetly,

Mr. MARSHALL: The Federat Govern-
ment will do so if they remain there long
enough.

The Minister for Mines:
when the change comes.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tn view of the pre-
cent outicok they will not have a chance of
doing it.

Mr. Lindsay: Did not the Federal Gov-
ernment reduce taxation on the mining in-
dustry recently?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, they reduced
taxation with the one hand, but took twice
as much with the other hand.

The Minister for Mines:
much.

Mr. Latham: Did not the Federal Gov-
ernment exempt prospectors from taxafion?

Mr. MARSHALL: I admit that they
brought the Yederal Jaw into eonformity
with the State law.

Mr, Richardson:
the prospectors.

You could not have any

They may do it

Ten times as

That was done to assist

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. MARSHALL: No, it was to encour-
age thew. The prospectors get little as-
sistapce.

Mr. Lindsay: Is it not a fact that for-
meriy if the prospector found anything he
nad to pay it all away in taxation?

My, MARSHALL: Yes, and the Cov-
ornment who imposed that taxation years
ago have now token it off. They woke up
o the stupidity of their actions.

Mr. Lindsay: ‘What about the duty on ag-
ricultornl machinery compared with mining
machivery ?

Mr. MARSHALL: T think it is no higher
on agricultnral machinery than it is on min-
ing machinery.

Mr. Latham: Yon would be surprised to
know that it is less.

Mr. North: Do you lelieve in reducing
ihe {ariff?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, I believe that
ibe industries of the State and of the Com-
monwealth should be protected. I think I
ean see what is happening. 1 have not been
ahle to visit the Eastern States to inspect
induostries theve, but T think efforts are being
made to protect industries because of the
present position of plant and so forth. Take
our own State Implement Works. I helieve
the machinery wag obsolete when it was pur-
chased.

The CHAIRMAN: Keep to the Mining
HEstimates; we are not discussing manufae-
tures generally.

Mr. Latham: Tell us how we can assist
the mining pecple more than we are doing.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister made
o. statement o which T desire to draw at-
tention. He may have made the statement
innocently.

Mr. Teesdale: He said a lot for which he
13 sorry unow.

Mr. MARSHALL: I asked him a gues-
tion regarding diamond drilling at Kalgoor-
lie and at Wiluna. The reply T gol was that
for the year ended 30th June, 1925, the ex-
penditure at Kalgoorlie was £3,486 3s. 1d.
and at Wiluna £710 2s. 104.

The Minister for Mines: This Govern-
ment have not spent 2 penny at Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MARSHALL: The reply was given
to me in the House this session. At all
events, the Kalgoorlie figure does not eome
into the argument. I was told that the Gov-
ernment lhad expended £710 2s. 10d. at
Wiluna, but the Minister informed us to-
night that the Government had spent £1,400
at Wiluna.
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The Minister for Mines: The reply you
2ot was as to the amount spent up to that
date.

Afr, MARSHALL:  As the bt_\ring ak
Wiluna had ceased long before I asked my
yuestion, naturally 1 thought the answer
contained the total cost. However, that
point is now cleared up. Gold mining has
become most unatiractive to the workers.
The olil-time miners are not to be found in
the same numbers to-day as they were avail-
able in years gone by. Men have become
wizer,  From time to fime I have com-
plained of the method of rising in mining.
Some time ago a depufation waited on the
Minister at Meekatharra and asked for the
abolition of rising. The Minister said he
would see what could be done. Unfortun-
ately, although four months have elapsed,
we have had no definite reply. Men have
heen warking in rises for four months while
the Minister has been thinking about a re-
ply. It is about time the Minister, conver-
sant with the dangers of rising as he is,
should be censiderate enough to give a deci-
sion. The Minister understands the position
thoroughly, and so I expect him to see what
he can do about the abolition of rising.
Again, a geological survey of the distriet
was promised to Peak Hill four years ago.
Since then the Minister promised fo go into
the question and sece what eould bhe done.
[aforlunately nothing has been done yet.
When people ave prepared to go out and
make sacrifices, and concessions are parti-
ully promised to them, the least that can be
done is to fulfil the promise or give reasons
why it ecannot he done. To leave the matter
unattended and keep those people in sus-
pense is to ereate meneral dissatisfaction.
11 the Minister says definitely that we can-
uot have those coneessions I shall be con-
tent, atthough I shall be much better pleased
if he says we can bave them. T strongly ob-
jeet to the removal of any State battery.

Alr, Latham: Whether wanted or not.

Mr. MARSHALIL:: The hon.
vemoval is not far .distant.

Mr. Latham:
of the House,

Mr. MARSHALL: Even though a Staie
battery be constructed of entirely new ma-
terial, to pull it down and erect it elsewhere
i5 to greatly depreciate its value. For a con-
siderable time the policy has obtained of
supplying machinery parts from one battery
to another. When the transfer is effected,

member's

Removal to the other side
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generally the result is found to be unsatis-
factory, and invariably it is explained, “Oh,
it was no good when it was brought here.”
So our State batteries are ever in need of
repair and noune of them is in satisfaectory
condition. In the second place, I disagree
with the removal of State batteries for the
reason that one never knows where the next
belt of payable country will be discovered.
In one instance a State battery was re-
moved, and shortly afterwards the pros-
pectors cieared out becanse there was no
longer a battery available to them. So
to-day we have up there neither battery nor
field. One cowmplaint made by a great
number of prospectors against the State
batteries has relation to the charges for
treaiment, They complain that the 3 dwls.
deducted is exorbitant. However that may
be, 2 deduction is also made for moisture.
A prospector goes to a State battery with
100 tons of ore.  When it comes to the
treatment, 15 per cent. of the 100 tons is
deducted on the score that 13 per cent, of it
was moisture. The prospectors do not com-
plain of the deduction of 13 per cent. for
moisture, but they complain of being
charged with the erushing of 100 tons and
being paid on only 85 toens. The complaint
is a legitimate one. The prospector should
not be charged for the crushing of the full
100 tons. I know the State batteries do not
pay, but I know also that many other Gov-
ernment utilities do not pay, notwithstand-
ing which no great outery is raised. I claim
that State batteries are on all-fours with
those other unprofitable utilities,  If the
hatteries do show a loss, they are essential
to the prosperity of the mining indnstry,
I want to thank the Minister for the regu-
lation introduced granting a subsidy over a
range of 30 miles from cach State battery.
It has heen most encouraging, and I only re-
oret that the quantity of ore erushed at
State batteries has not been inereased as the
result of that subaidy. It is one of the best
innovations every made, and has been of im-
mense value to prospectors. How it comes
ahout that we have not treated more ore as
the resnlt of the concession is a puzzle to
me. Still, T thank the Minister for it, be-
canse it has assisted in a great measure to
develop certain belts of eountry far removed
from State batteries, T thank the officers
of the Mines Department for their unfail-
ing courtesy and atiention to all the busi-
ness I have bad to tramsaet with them.
Finally T thank the Government for
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their liberal consideration to and sympa-
thetic treatment of the mining industry.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [958] I
do not pretend to know anything of the de-
tails of mining, and perhaps if those mem-
bers who have spcken on the subjeet to-
night had confined themselves {o mining
technique I and others on this side would
have found ourselves quite unable to say
anything. T would have been quite over-
whelmed by the argument in favour of oil
flotation-—whatever that may mean—put up
by the member for Coolgardie (Mr, Lam-
bert}). I would have been compelled to ae-
cept his assurance that the prospects of
Coolgardie’s resurrection from a village of
bare walls and goats and tobaeco plants into
city fit to be represented by the hon. mem-
ber, were almost assured. If the hon. mem-
ber had kept to that, I would not have had
s word to say, bui he saw fit fo deliver a
lecture on the subject of patriotism, and
apparently his idea of patriotism was to
disparage Australia and Australians, and to
boom America and the Americans. In thal
respect he differs from the Premier, judg-
ing from that gentleman’s remarks last
night.

Mr. Lambert: Last night I took one of
your members to task.

Mr. DAVY: Again we have had a disenr-
sion outside the question of mining and
into the fields of economics by practically
all the members whe have spoken. We have
discovered that the 14 gentlemen who sit
on the Government side of the House and
represent mining constituencies are, as re-
gards mining, freetraders, and they condemn
very strongly the Government who have in-
flicted on Australia—T use the word “in-
flicted” and mean it—a measure of protec-
tion which is much less than it is the avowed
intention of the Federal Opposition to in-
fiet.

The Minister for Mines: How much do
they iniend to inflict9

Mr. DAVY: Prohibition,

The Minister for Mines: Whe said so?

Mr. DAVY: It has been declared over
and over again.

The Minister for Mines: By your people.

Mr, DAVY: Not by us.

The Minister for Mines: By your people
deliberately for parly purposes.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. DAVY: It has been declared over
and over again, and there is no doubt in
the minds of anyone, not even of the Min-
ister himself, that the Austrelian Labour
Party stand for a greater measure of pro-
teciion than even the preseni Federal Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Mines: Youn are count-
ing on the barrage of lying in the papers
{o-day.

Mr. DAVY: I am not coonting on any
barrage of lying. I am speaking of the
views expressed econstantly in the news-
papers by Labour members who sit in the
Commonwealth Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: Quote one of
them.

Mr. DAVY: I admit that there are one
or two members of the Labour Party who
to some extent stand for free trade, but it
is a fact that the Australian Labour Party
stand strenuously for even a greater meas-
ure of protection than do the present
Government. Over and over again we
have been ifold that the accepted policy of
Australia is protection, and there is no
voice raised against it except by gentlemen
who represent this State in the Federal Par-
liament. We are asked to agree with the
Minister for Mines that these gentlemen are
adopting a dishonest attitude because they
declare constanily and publicly that they
are opposed to the present high tariff. What
is their alternative? Does the Minister sug-
gest that if the Labour Opposition in the
Federal Parliament are put into power
afier the forthcoming election, we shall have
less protection than we have to-day?

The Minister for Mines: We shall have
hetter protection for the mining industry.

Mr. DAVY: I am afraid the Minister is
deluding himself by reason of the fact that
supporting the Governmeni of Western
Anstralia are 14 representatives of mining
constitueneies and he is hoping that the
Australian Labour Party in the Federal
Parliament will refleet the opinions of the
State Labour Party.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. Charlton has
already said so. The Labour Party, as dis-
tinct from your party, always keep their
election promises.

Mr. DAVY: I wonder whether any-
body really believes that. However, I do
not wish to diverge further from the ques-
tion than I have been driven to do by the
absolutely unprovoked and unwarranted at-
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tack made by the Minister for Mines on
Messrs. Gregory, Mann and Prowse, and
the other gentlemen who are standing for
election. It has nothing to do with the
question, but the Minister wenl out of his

way to declare that their attitude in
fighting  the tariff—and they have
fonght it openly and constantly—was

a dishonest attitude. There was nolhing
dishonest about it. It was an apright and
honourable attitude adopted in the interests
of Western Australia, though on other mat-
ters they supported the Govermmment, which
wils quite a proper thing to do.

The Minister for Mines: And you do not
Lelieve a word of it.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps the Minister judges
me by himself. I have never yet been eaught
out for saying something that I did not be-
lieve. 1 honestly helieve that those gentlo.
men, holding the political opinions they do,
have no alternative. To support the Labour
Opposition would land them in no hetter
plight on the tariff, and to act as they have
done was a proper and honest thing to do.

The Minister for Mines: It the iariff is

the great issue, why do not they stand out

and cultivate publie opinion?

Mr, DAVY: Are not they doing it cvery
day, and at every possible opporiunity?
Bave they not fought in every passible way
every increase amd at all times? Do they
ever speak publicly in Western  Australia
without fighting the tariff? How can they
do otherwise?

The CHATRMAN: T have already aliowed
the hon. rmember great latitude a ' he must
now confine his remarks to the Mines Esti-
mates.

Mr. DAVY: I have finished dealing with
that aspect. 1 was driven to touch on it;
otherwise I should not have spoken on this
most important vote because I do not pre-
tend to have any technical knowledge of min-
ing.

Mr. Heron: You showed good judgment.

Mr. DAVY: Of course I did. 1 hope I
shall never attempt to speak about sonething
of which I am so entirely ignorant as min-
ing.

Mr. Heron: I meant you showed mood
judgment by never working in a mine.

Mr. DAVY: Had I done so, I would at
least have had the advantage of working
with some of the best people in Western
Australia. In that connection I ayree vith
the Minister when he claims for the people
in the mining industry a proper degree of
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sympathy from the rest of the people, a
proper degree of understanding of the great
disadvantages they have suffered, and that
they should be treated properly in the inat-
ter of diseases contracted through carrying
an the mining indostry. There is no doubt
that the outbreak of mining in Wesiern Auns-
tralia brought some of the finest citizens
to this eouniry—miners, mine managers and
persons who to-day are engaged in edrning
a living in a hundred different ways from
farming to the carrying on of my own pro-
fession. They were atiracted to Western
Australia by the mining, and if another min-
ing boom would bring to Western Ausiralia
another 100,000 people of the same calibre,
it would be u boon of the greatest possible
magnitude,

Mr. Heron: It would solve all our migra-
lion troubles.

Mr. DAVY: It would. 1 must controvert
the statement of the Minister that the mining
industry is the only industry in Western Aus-
tralia which does not receive protection. On
my suggesting to him that there were the
wheat and wool industries, he answered that
the prices of wheat and wool were not fixed,
whereas the price of gold was fixed. I am
not prepared to enter into an economie argu-
ment on the question whether the price of
gold is fixed, but if it is fixed, it is not fixed
in Australia. It must be fixed somewhere
clse in the world; by whom I do not know.

Mr. Lawmbert: It was fixed in 1640 by Lm-
perial Aect,

Mr. DAVY: We in Australia have no con-
trol over the price; neither have the Fed-
eral Government any more control over
the price realised for the produet of mining
than they have over the prices realised for
wheat or wool. No control is exercised by
any authority in Australia over the price
of onc of those articles any more than the
other.  Although wheat growing and wool
growing have prospered during recent years
they have, owing to the high tariff imposed,
suffered just as much as bas the mining in-
dustry. They have not prospered as much
as they would have done were it not for the
high tariff.

The Minister for Mines: Do you ignore the
fact that the high tariff provides a big con-
suming population in Austratia, which is a
very great advantage to the agrienltural in-
dustry?

Mr. DAVY: Of what advantage is any
population in Australia to the wheat or the
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wool growing industry?  The farmers of
Western Australia would get exactly the
same price for their wheat if there was not
a single man, woman or child other than
those in the industry living in Australia. It
toes not make the slightest difference. The
consumption of wheat and wool in Australia
has no move influence on the world’s markeis
for those products than have the words [
Am utfering here to-night.

The Minister for Mines:
other farm produce?

Mr. DAVY: Fruitgrowing is not so pros-
perous largely because we hiave not a biggevr
population, but L am not diseussing fruit-
growing. [ have mentioned the two prin-
cipal commodities, wheat and wool.

The Minister for Mines: What about lLeef
and mutton?

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
the Mines Estimates and not with beef and
mutton. The member for West Perth will
address himself fo the question before the
Chair,

Mr. DAVY : I shall obey your instructions;
I propose to earry the argument no further.
T have no eriticism to offer on the Estimates
presented, becaunse [ am not competent to
eriticise them. I have directed my remarks
to certain incidental wmatters raised by the
Minister and by other speakers who fol-
lowed him.

What about

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [10.14]: I
have no knowledge whalever of mining,
but the Minister made a refevence to coal
to which I should like to refer. 1le pointed
out that there had been a falling off in the
bunkering trade. 1 suggest to the Minister
that he should eonsulf with the Premier,
whe may be able te arrange for the largs
Collie power schermae with the cheap money
from the (d Country, and that will absoth
all the coal raised in the nexi 50 years.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [10.13] : I
was once foolish enough to have sowmething
to do with mining. Then somethine
oceurred that Look me out of the country,
and I have kept away from mining ever
since. I put in many vears of my life on
tire goldfields, and deeply deplore the
present eondition of the gold wining in-
dustry. Probably had if not heen for th.
goldfields Western Australia would not be
in the position it occupies to-day. Many ot
the pioneers on the fields found their way
inte the agricultural aveas. Te those days

[ASSEMBLY.]

we were all “*t’othersiders,” nnd there is
nu doubt we cid a great deal Lor the State.

The Minister for Mines: The goldhelders
largely made the wheat belt.

Mr, LINDSAY: Yes. We have consider-
able sympathy for the indusiry. Anytbing
1 ean do to assist it 1 shall at all times be
prepared to do. I faney, from what ! have
read, the best thing we can dv to inereass
production is to increase the taritf, Senator
Needham at the Unity Theatre recently
sinted thai geods were always cheaper in
that country where the tarilt was bigh
envugh to step iwmportation. 1 cannot,
therefore, tollow the argument of the Min-
ister for Mines when he says that it is Lhe
bigh tariff that has decreased the produe-’
tivn in nining.

The Ainister for Mines: What is your
optnion?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am stating the opinion
of the leader of the Minister Lor Mines so
[ar as the tariff is eoncerned.

The Minister for Mines: My leader is
heve.

My LINDSAY: Suvely the Minister does
ot eontendd thot Senator WNeedhem, the
leader ol the Federal Lalbour Party in
Weslern Australia, is not his leader on
turilf questions.

Hon. 3. W. Munsie: Ie is not the leader
of the Labour Party.

Mr, LINDSAY: He is the leader of the
Pederal Labour Party in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Justice: He is not,

Mr. LINDSAY: He said their poliey was
that of 2 new protection. He also said
that they intended to make in Australia
everything that was possible, and that it
wis pussible Lo make anything in Australis
il the people paid for it. Ile also said it
was proved conelusively that in the eountry
where there was a high protective policy
the zoods were always sold cheaper than
they were in any other eountry. The Min-
ister’s argument about high protection is,
therefore, wrong.

Tlte Minister for Mines: What is your
argument ¢

3Mr. LINDSAY : 1t ig the opposite of that
of Senator Needham. T heiteve the Min-
ister for Mines and I ore at one in fhis
matter. The policy of my organisation has
heen oppnsed to that of high protection,
and alwayvs has been. DMr. (iregory is a
member of that ovganisation. When the
Minister for Mines states that Mr. Gregory
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is opps 3cd to high | voteeriom znd zupports
a Government that is increasing protection,
I agree with him; bui it is better to sup-
porr a Government. which does not compel
its tollowers, as the party to which the
Minister belongs is doing, to be prohibition-
i=ts, a Covernment that ullows its followers
to fight the high taritf, when that tarifl is
generally carried by the solid vote of the
Labour Party. Even Mr. Theodore, who is
goiug to be the leader of the Lahour Varty,
has stated that Mr. Bruce is only fooling
with the tariff, and is not giving protection
to Ausiralian indusiries. The tariff is cer-
tainly detrimental to Western Australia,
and I feel sure that the Labour Party, if
returned, will make the tariff even higher
than it is to-dax.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber eannct discuss that topic on this vate,

Mr. LINDSAY : The tariff is detrimental
to the mining industry. The party to which
I belong is oppused to the tariff for that
reason. It is detrimental to any industry.

The Minister for Mines: Your party is
making remarkahle prozress under if.

Mr. LINDSAY : It is a small party, but
because it 1s in existenee, the duty un wire,
steel netting and tractors has been re-
umoved. That is one thing we have accom-
plished. TUnfortunately the mining people
do not belong te our organisation. Prob-
ably if they did there wonld be sufficient
sirength in the party te enable it to remove
the rest of the duties. I advise members
representing the mining industry te con-
sider that point Qur interests are the
same 2s theirs. Anyihing we can do to
assist any of the primary industries of the
State, we intend to do. I would not have
risen but for the remarks of the Minister
for Mines. He further stated that the only
industry that had heen affected by the
tariff and the war was the mining industry.
The Minister for Justice stated that the
price of wheat had heen doubled. It bas
not heen doubled. Wool and wheat have
suffered, but not as much as the mining in-
dustry, which has not heen able to get the
price for its gold that it should have had.
If there had been better conirol over the
price of gold in the heginning the mining
industry would not have been in as bad a
condition as it is to-day. Undoubtedly that
industry has suffered great dizabilities. 1
do not altogether favenr a gold bonus. If
we begin giving bonuses to indusiries we
shall move in a vicious circle, and will ulti-
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wiately reach the pumnt when we shall have
to po right round again. The only thing
1o do is to get vid of the cause, namely, the
tariff. If the Minister for Mines would
use his influence with his party, 1 will use
v inffuence with mine. If we can make
some sort of arralgamation we might get
some furiher reductions in the tariff.

ME. LATHAM (York) [10.22]: I com-
gratulate the Minister wpon the able manner
in which he has brought down his Estimates.
His remarks about the tariff have led to &
road deal of stonewalling.

The (HAIRMAN: I Lope the hon, mem-
ber does not intend to deal with the tariff
on this vote.

Mr. LATHAM: The matter has been
pretty well seitled by the last two speakers.
The Minister said a great deal of assistanee
lad been given to the gold mining industry.
It is quite right to assist it, pravided we get
a fair return for the money we advance.
Mining is different from any other indusiry.
It eosts more {o prodnce gold than it does
to produce anything else. 1 will quote some
figures contained in the report of the Mines
Department for 1924, This savs that the
number of men engaged in all classes of
mining was 6,289, a decrease of 203 over
{hose employed in 1923, This falling off is
regreitable. It would possibly be better,
from the point of view of the heallh of the
wen, to elose down some of the decper mines.
If anyone studies the question from the
huwinanitarian point of view he must agree
that the men would be better off if they were
producing from the land than if they were
left to dig gold from the soil. Gold, after
all, is of very little value except as a means
of exchange, or as an article by which we
buy things. Gold does not produce any-
thing that can be turned into wealth, as is
the case in other industries. The gold pro-
dueed per head of the miners engaged in the
industry has also deelined. In 1923 it
amounied to £389, and last year it had fallen
to £376. There has, therefore, been a falling
off in the returns from the industry, despite
the money that has been advanced towards
it,

Mr. Lambert: That is dne to the faect
that the wmines are getting poorer.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. We have to he
careful how we use State money, lest it be
put into something that will fall away al-
together. I suppose the falling ofl will eon-
tinune until eventvally all the mines are
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closed down, and olher industries are carried
on in their place. 1t wounld be betier to
utilise a good deal of this money in opening
up the land, building railways, and putting
more people upon the land.
Mr. Lambert: Yeu know
Kingsley Thomas said.

Mr. LATHAM: That gentleman knows
a great deal about mining, and is obsessed
by his great knowledge of the industry, We
may congralulate ourselves that in the Min-
ister for Mines we have a genileman whe is
also Minister for Agrieulinre. At the end
of the financial year he will be able to
weigh the advantages that have acerued to
the State from the ndvances that have been
made to the mining and agrienltural dis-
tricts respectively. He may be able to do
something for the men who are not produe-
ing full value for the money that is ad-
vanced to them, and who would be able to
do so if the money were spent upon the
agricultural or pastoral industry. I hope
that due consideration will be given to that
aspect of the situation. Every member who
knows anything about the sufferings of the
men in our mines wounld do all he eould to
relieve them. The best way to relieve them
is to close down the deep mines, and find
some other avoecation for the miners. I
shouid like to have replied to the Minister
on the tariff guestions raised by him, but
I am not permitted to do so. I hope there
will be a revival in the mining industry, and
that the Wiluna field will prove as good as
is anticipated. Possibly next year I may
have something to say aboul mining in my
electorate. The Minister did not refer to
it, but next year T may be able to inform
the House coneerning a prosperous gold
mining centre at the east end of my elec-
torate.

what Mr.

THE MINISTER TOR MINES (Hon.
M. F. Troy —Mt. Magnet—in reply}
[16.28]: 1 shounld like the member for
Coolgardie to know that it is proposed, if
the Treasarer will give me the money, to do
some boring in Kalgoorlie and on the Mur-
chison.

Mr. Lambert: Not at Coolgardie?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cool-
gardie will come within the East Coolgardie
district. If T can get the money 1 propose
to get together fwo boring plants, and to
have boring operations carried out at Cool-
gardie, Kalgoorlie, and in the northern dis-
tricts. I hope to keep these planis em-
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ploved during the year, in the endeavour
to awaken interest in those mining
loealities which have produced large
quantities of gold, and also in the
expectation of providing means whereby
still more gold may be found there.
Regarding the criticism in connection with
tle expenditure under the Mining Develop-
ment Aet, it is not always possible to get
results. The Government are in the same
position as any other individual and have
to take tleir chances. One disability I
have encountered in connection with the ad-
vance of money is that once we lend money,
beyond seeiug that the money is spent in
the direction for which it is granted, we
have no enntrol over the organisation or
management, That appears to me to be a
weakness. Money is given to persons wha
may not have the capacity to see that it is
expended in a proper manner. We cannot
rectify that exeept in organising a stafi to
take control ourselves. I do not think it
would be wise for the department fo adopt
that course and I must be thoroughly con-
vinced hefore I will recommend it. We
might do as we did at the Surprise Mine and
put an officer on the board, but the depart-
ment will take no responsibility beyond
seeing that the management is as efficient
as it could be in the cireumstances. Re-
garding the geologieal staff, I admit that it is
weak. The Federal Government ealled a con-
ference of geologists vecently, and I propose
later in the year to make some provisions
as suggested at the conference. The member
for Murchison (Mr. Marshall} complained
that a promise that had been given to make
a geological sarvey at Peak Hill, had not
been kept. It was not kept as the staff was
not available. Mr, Feldtman has been at
Kalgoorlie in eonnection with the geological
work for some comsiderable time. I intend
to make some inquiries as to the best re-
gults to be obtained from the staffi as it
is constituted at present. Regarding the
lion. member's complaint that I did not re-
ply to a deputation that waited upon me in
the Murchison. T admit that I did not reply.
On the other hand, T told the deputation that
I would look into the matter, but that I
wonld not do anything regarding rising in
mines unless I was convinced that it was in
their interests. I said that if anything were
done that wounld adversely affect the posi-
tion, it would not be myself but the men
who would suffer. T told them that I would
not do anything to limit their employment,



[3 NoveMmbER, 1923.]

Tmt that if 1 found it was in their
interests, I would have no hesitation in
attending to the matler. As a matter of
taet, 1| have under consideration an amend-
ment of the Mines Regulation Act, and hope
that it wili be possible to infroduee it this
session. That amendmeni will have the ef-
fect of limiting the height of rises and this
may do something in the direction desired.
I have no objection to take to the eriticiam
by hon. members and T thank them for their
foleration and kindliness {owards me and
my Estimates.

ltem, Assistant Petrologist, £276:

Mre. LATHAM: While there is provision
for an assistant petrologist, there is ne money
provided for the petrolocist. Have we 2
petrologist?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Dr. Lar-
combe, of the School of Mines, Kalgoorlie, is
{he petrologist and he is paid from that
yvote.

Director Bastern Goldfields Min-

£402:

Mr. LAMBERT: While there is pro-
vision for the director of the School of
Mines at Kalgoorlie, this officer is also di-
reclor of the Technieal School, for which he
draws another £402. T do not know what led
to this positien, but T think it is wrong, We
sive an assistant <director of the Technieal
Hetwol who draws £636 per annum. 1t shows
kow c¢'osely these activities are co-ordinated.
Some time ago I complained that a beauti-
ful model of a three-head battery had been
disposed of and the hattery case had been
sent to the State Implement Works to be
smashed uwp. At that time the School of
Mines were purchasing a miserable old
three-head battery for their experimental
plant at Kalgoorlie, [ drew the attention of
Mr. Shaw, of the [mplement Works, to the
fact that the battery euse was too good to be
smashed up. This may have been an vver-
sight and I do not wish to complain about
it, bt it does seem peculiar that such an
incident should oeeur. T do not know
whether this was an oversight, hut it is an
inefficient way of earrvine on the School of
Mines at Kalgoorlie and the Technicat
School in Perth. That is only one of the
instances that have come under my notice
in respect of the control of hoth those in-
stitutions. T deeplv regret that a beautiful
little plant like that referred to should bhave
heen thrown out and serapped while an
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obsolete plant was erected in its place, al-
tizough so unsuitable that no wheel in it has
sirce been turned. I do hope the posiiion
in regard Lo ile conivol of those two institu-
tions will be considered. It is entively an-

satisfactory and should be abolished.
Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House ad journed at 10.13 p.m.

Rcgislative ¢ouncil,

Tuesday, 3rd November, 1025,

Pack

Questions ; Agrlcult.uml College 1703
Federal Road Grant .. 1704
Leave of Absence 1704
Motion : Abattokra .kct ‘to disallow re:zulnt:ous 1704
Bllls: TLand Act A.mendment Report 1711
Newcastle Suburban Lot 58, Rep-or!. - 17100
Industrial Arbitratlon Act Amendmeut.. Com.... 1711

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
COLLEGE.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, When will the Agrieulturai Col-
lege at Muresk be open to receive students?
2, Did an advisory committee, appointed last
July to assist the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner in the seleetion of a eandidate from
amongst those applying for the position of
principa! of the Agricnltural College, make
a unanimovs recommendation? 3, Has the
Cabinet selected anyone for the position? 4,
Tf not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
February, 1926, if the necessary buildings
are completed. 2, Yes. 3. An appointment
lias been made. 4, Answered by No. 3.



